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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and vead prayers.

QUESTION—DROUGHT RELIEF.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Ilave instructions been issued by
the head office, Agricultural Bank, to branch
managers—(a) That wheat certificates for
season 1940-41 held by Agricultural Bank
clients who have received assistance from
drought relief funds must be surrendered to
the bank vegardless of whether the client
has paid its statutory eclaims or not, and
that the proceeds of such wheat dividends
will be used to repay drought relief ad-
vanees? ({b) That in the case of Agricul-
tural Bank clients, the proceeds of wheat
erops for the 1941-42 season are to be paid
to the Agrienltural Bank where the money
required for carrying-on purposes for the
following season will be made available to
the client, and any surplus money used in
repayment of drought relief moneys? (¢}
That in the case of Associated Bank eclients
the whole proceeds of 1941-42 wheat crops
are to be paid to the Agricultural Bank to
be used to liquidate drought relief advances?
(d) That moneys earned by Agrienltural
Bank clients, assisted from drought relief
funds, from such outside work as shearing,
ete., ave to be paid to the Agrienltural Bank
and not reteined by the client? 2, If such
instructions have been issued, will the
Minister state under what autheority such
sction has been taken seeing that, under
the terms attaching to the granting of the
drought relief funds by the Commonwealth
Government, no repayment of prineipal or
interest is due during the first year? 3, If
question No. 1 is answered in the negative,
what instructions relative to the matters men-
tioned in that question have been issued by
head office of the Agrienltural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, (a) No. (b) No. Each case will be re-
viewed on its merits. If, after paying statu-
tory claim, there are insufficient funds to
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carry on for the following vear, adiances
will be made from droonght relief to supple-
ment the balanee of requirements. (¢) No.
Associated Banks considered il impossible
to formulate a programme on farmers’ opera-
tions for more than one year in advance
and insisted that ench case be reviewed after
harvest. (d) No. 2, It was left in the hands
of the State Government to be respunsible
for the repayment to the Commonwealth
Government of moneys advaneed. The State
Gavernment, after reviewing the case yvear
by year, will continuc to re-advance moneys
at the low rate of interest obtained from
the Commonwealth Government. 3, No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 7Tth Angust.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington}
[4.38]: We all agree with what His Excel-
lency said about our men who are in the
fighting forces, and yarticularly those serv-
ing oversea, Since we met last week the
war position, so far as Australia is con-
cerned, has become more serious and is caus-
ing all of us the gravesi concern. I feel
sure we all regret that, owing to the present
sitnation, the Prime Minister was prevented
from making his trip to Western Australia.
We do not often have the opportunity to
hear our Prime Minister, and I know there
are many people inside and outside of Perth
who were disappointed that he was unable
to continue his journey to this State.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: A War Council
member evidently considered that he could
have continued on to Perth.

Mr. MeLARTY: T know there are certain
anthorities who think he should never leave
Melbourne or Sydney, but most of us would
like to welcome him here,

Hon, W. D. Johnson: There was evidently
no need for him to stop.

Mr. Thorn: Who are you to say that?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. McLARTY: 1In regard te our
war effort T wish we could even things
up a bit more. I feel that most people
are doing their best to help in that effort,
But there are some wha could do more.
While we adhere to the present system of
raising money by loan and by patriotie
effort, there will always he some people who
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will not pull their weight. Therefore the
suggestion of Professor Keynes to introduce
a system of compulsory saving has much to
eommend it. The men who are serving in
the torees oversea have deferred pay to col-
lect when the war is over, and I eannot sec
why they should be treated differently from
people who remain at home. The British
Government has adopted Professor Keynes's
snggestion, and all sections of the people,
itreapective of party, bave accepted it.

We are all pleased that large quantities
of war requirements are being manu-
factured in this State. According to Senator
Collett, greater quantities will be tnrned
out in future. I agree with the member who
said that we should receive a larger share
of the production of armaments, and I hope
that that inereased share will soon be given
us. An interesting passage in the Speech
stated that great care was being taken to
ensure that factories at present engaged in
munition work would be capable of adapta-
tion to peace-time requirements. That is a
gound policy, and T hope the Minister for
Labour will be able to tell us more ahout it.
Another item of interest to members repre.
senting country constituencies was the
statement that every effort was being made
to produee sulphur and phosphatie rock re-
guirements in the State. T am sure the Gov-
ernment will do everything possible to en-
cournge those enterprises. If they can sup-
ply our needs, the State will reap great
advantage.  Another item referred to was
post-war planning, but the Speech gave
very little indieation of what is proposed—

Mr. Warner: No, or who is to do it.

Mre. MeLARTY : —or of absorbing our sol-
diers when they return from the war. Men.
tion has been made of secondary industries;
efforts are being cxerted to establish see-
ondary industries here, and 1 give the Gov-
ernment and the Minister credit for what
hns heen done. A considerable amount of
encrgy has been shown by the department.
Still, we have to remember that in manu-
facturing secondary commodities, some only
will be absorbed in the State, while others
will have to be exported and eompete with
the products of other countries. I suggest
to the Minister eontrolling the department
that he make more use of members of Par-
liament for investigating ways and means of
enecuraging seeondary industries in the State.
The Leader of the Opposition told as that we
were the second highest taxed State in Auns-
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tralia, Unfortunately that is trme, and it is
a considerable handieap to us when we scek
to establish secondary industries. I believe
that anomalies in the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act also tend to retard the development
of sccondary industries. I do not advoeate
that the workers should be deprived of the
eompengation to which they are entitled
when they are injured in industry, but
there are undonbtedly abuses of the Act
that inerease the burden on industry. Steps
should be taken to eliminate them. If the
Minister necepted my suggestion and ap-
pointed n parliamentary eommittee to in-
vestigate the matter, I believe that uscEal
results would follow.

I am afraid that secondary industries are
not being developed quickly enough to ab-
sorb large numbers of our men when they
return from the war, but I hope that im.
pression 'is wrong. However, other menans
will have to be found to provide work for
those men. After the 101418 war a big
land settlement scheme was adopted, but
seemingly we shall not he able to absorb
large numbers of returned men in land set-
tlement on this oecasion. On the return of
otir »oldiers in 1919, many of them went into
the wheathelt and into the pastoral areas,
but judging by present indieations, it would
not he advisable to settle returned men in
the wheathelt or send. them into the pas-
toral areas. T assume that a certain amount
of land settlement will take place, but I
suggest that an active policy of public
works be prepared. Doubtless the Deputy
Premier will tell us that ke is willing to
prepare anything provided the finaner is
available. T think the requisite finance will
be available. I cannot believe that money
will tighten after this war to the extent it
did after the other war, and I do not think
the people would submit to such a tighten-
ing of money again. They know that mil-
lions of moncy are being provided daily for
carrying on the war, and grave danger
might arise if, when peace is declared,
money were not made available to employ
our men and c¢arry on the development of
the country.

I have some constructive suggestions to
offer, One of the first things we should
do is to carry out a vigorous housing
scheme. I favour the taking of a census
of the people requiring homes. T do not
know of any safer way in which to invest
money than in the building of a house. I
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agree with the member for Avon (M.
Boyle) in what he told us last session, that
not only should decent housing be pro-
vided for people in the towns and cities,
but that those engaged in primary pur-
suits should also be considered when such
a scheme is heing put into operation. We
have our own timber, our own bricks, and
I know of no better or safer scheme in
which to invest money than in this diree-
finn.  Another publie work 1 would advo-
eate is a vigorous poliey of road construe-
tion. When peace is restored, the supplies
of petrol will he resumed and the full tax
will be paid. No additional burden will be
placed upon the taxpayers of the State,
The more roads we have, the better will it
be for us. The indications are that trans-
port costs will be greatly changed when
peace comes, When one meets a man who
has a gas producer and declares that he
can run his vehicle a considerable distanee
for only a few pence, one begins to wonder
what the future of transport will be. It
seems to me that transport will be cheap-
ened to such an extent in the future that
it will not be necessary for us to engage
in further railway construction, but that it
will be better for us to provide good roads
and cheap motor transport. I was glad to
notice that the east-west road has heen
commenced, and do not know why it was
not started many years ago.

The Minister for Mines: Becaunse there
was no war then.

Mr. McLARTY: The Minister is prob-
ably right. The work is a sound one, and
no douht is justified. Credit ought to he
given to the newspapers which advoeated
this work very vigorously over an extended
period.

Mr. Sampson: The ‘‘Daily News.™

Mr. MeLARTY: The ‘‘Daily News”’ in
partienlar. Tt is strange that the road was

- not started until that paper had done the
spade work. T also suggest that money be
spent on deep sewerage in certain towns.
That would not mean an added burden to
the taxpayer. It has been suggested in
the House that we should have the hroader
railway gnuge between Perth and Kal-
zoorlie. That is a work of national im-
portance, and should be undertaken. The
extension of electricity to rural areas is
another work that will pay for itself, Re-
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cently the Minister for Labour and the
Minister for Commerce, of the Federal Gov-
ernment, were considering a scheme for the
extension of eleetricity to raral areas, and
I understand were prepared to find the
necessary money. Such a work commends
itself to me, and I hope something can
be done about it. When I saw the report
in the **West Australian,’’ I wrote to the
Minister for Railways and asked him to
get into touch with the Federal authorities,
with a view to ascertaining whether some-
thing in that dircction could be done in
this State, particularly in my clectorate.

Mr. Thorn: Why are you so parochial ?

Mr. McLABRTY: Although 1 am =ad-
vancing these proposals and I feel they ave
perhaps not original, as no doubt the
Deputy Premier has heard them all hefore,
I think they are well worthy of atfention.
As it is our duty to prepare for peace, I
hope the House will give these matters
some eonsideration,

Another suggestion is that with the help
of the Federal Government something more
might be done for the development of the
northern parts of the State. That is too
big a problem for the State (overnment
to tackle, but with the help of the Federal
authorities it shonld be possible fo do
something there. As is generally known,
the farmers gre in diffieulties to-day. The
member for Worth-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin) last week referred to the new
order about which we have been hearing
s0 much, and shout which there are so
many divergent views. If that new ovder
is to achieve its abject, one thing it must
do is to see that our primary produccrs
are placed on a sound Ffooling. TFarmers
are suffering from many disabilities to-day.
The shortage of labour is one of their most
acute problems. I feel that in that respect
they are not receiving justice, and Parlia-
ment shonld give them some special con-
sideration. Apart from that question,
farmers have recently had to face increased
costs. Taxation has gone up, there has
been a great increase in the price of super-
phosphate, and transport charges have risen
materially. Against these things, the price
of farm products has not visen. Unfortun-
ately a farmer has ne Arbitration Court
to give him an increase in the price of hig
products when the costs of praduction have
risen. Tn the last war, butterfat rose to 2s.
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per pound, and milk 1o 1s 8d. per gallon. I
do not know that costs in this war are any
greater than thay were on the last oceasion.

Mr. Thorn: They are less.

My, McLARTY : There is a drift of young
men from the land. Those who represent
country constitueneies can vouch for that.
It is more dificult for farmers to keep their
sons on the land to-day. The time is com-
ing when we shall have to do something to
nssist them, even if we bave to subsidise
them. It would be a much sounder proposi-
tion to subsidise the farmer and help him to
keep his men on the land, producing some-
thing, than it would he to leave him to drift
to the cities which are already overcrowded.

A great deal ean be said on the question
of petrol rationing. Western Australin uses
only 8 per cont. of the total amount of petrol
consumed within the Commonwealth, not-
withstanding which supplies have becn seri-
ously cut, and in many respects we are being
harshly treated. All will agree upoen the
neeessity for making every possible saerifice
in our effort to win the war. This State,
however, is in a position different from that
oecupied by the other States. The chairman
of the Liquid Fuel Control Board (Mr.
Millen) snid reecently that in Vietoria no
farmer was further than nine miles from a
railway. In Western Australia many
farmers nre much further removed from a
railway than that, and yet we ave suffering
the same euts as have heen administered in
the other States. We are told in the Speech
that there are more gas producers in West-
crn Australia than there are in all the other
States put together. It does appear that we
in this State ave playing our part so far as
petrol  conservation is concerned. The
farmers in my district are having a difficult
time, although I am aware that their plight
is not different from that of farmers in
other arcas. They are finding it diffienlt to
ohtain sullicient petrol supplies to keep their
milking plants operating and to get eream
and milk to the factories. They ave asked
to producc more milk for condensing pur-
poses and more cheese. To do so, partien-
lavly in view of the labour shortage, they
must have petrol to work their machines and
transport their produee to the factories, and
they are not getting enough for those pur-
poses. It seems to be wrong that the city
man, who enjoys many conveniences of
transport, is still able to obtain in many
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eases all the petrol he vequires.

Technieal education was mentioned in the
Lient.-Governor’s Speech: 1 am glad that
this faecility is to be extended to country
aveas, 1f we are to expand our serondary
industries, technical edueation should go
hand in hand with that expansion. Speak-
ing of edueation gencrally, now that child
endowment has been introdueed, the lime is
opportune to ruise the school-leaving age.
That has been advoeated in this House on
tumerous oceasions, and I hope thaf this
session we will be told that the leaving age is
to be raised.

Mr. Xeedham: Do yvou think the endow-
ment safficient for the basic wage earner?

Mr. McLARTY: I thounght child endow-
ment was introdueed to assist the basic wage
earner,

Mr. J. Hegney: Five shillings a week is
not much for a boy of 14.

Mr. MeLARTY: It will help. The pro-
posal to raise the school-leaving age was
brought forward long before child endow-
ment was mentioned.

I hope the Minister for Lands will this
session introduce legislation to eontrel potato
growing. We who are interested in the in-
dustry desire growers to be licensed and re-
gistered, as we feel that this would help the
industry. The Minister no doubt is awarve
that the foreign element is entering very
largely into the industry. The standard of
living of these foreigners is below that of
our own producers, and unless something is
done to enable our own prodneers to organ-
ise themselves I feel that their task even to
earn enough to live on will be exceedingly
diffieult,

Mr. Thorn: It is not altegether the stand-
ard of living; the foreigners get financial
asgistance more easily than our people do.

The Minister for Mines: Do not make a
silly statement like that. It is wrong.

Mr. Thorn: The hon. member should not
make silly statements.

Mr. SPEAKER: Qvder!

The Minister for Mines: Why does not
the hon. member speak like a man?

Mr. Thorn: I am as good a man as is the
Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Never in his
life. Who told the hon. member that story?

Mr. Thorn: The Minister for Mines is
always booming himself.
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Mr. MeLARTY : I now wish to deal with
a pernicious matter. Meetings have been
held throughout the mefropolitan area lately
with respeet to law enforcement. I bave
not attended those meetings, but we must
deal with starting-price betting from the
right aspeet. This session the Government
ought to introduce legislation providing de-
finitely for a minimum fine for that offence.
A minimum fine is fixed for a breach ot the
Fisheries Aect.

Mr. Sminpson: And with respeet to bread-
baking!

Mr. MeLARTY : If it is just to fix a mm-
mum fine in certain euses, it is eertainly just
to do so for the offence of starting-price
betting.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Why not legalise it and
s0 control it?

AMr. MeLARTY: We read of o man at
Fremantle being fined £5 or £10 for this
offence, while a man in Perth was fined £75
for it. Such action brings the law into con-
tempt. At this time particularly we eannot
afford to allow the law to be brought into
contempt, and therefore I suggest to the
tovernment that it introduces legislation to
fix a minimom fine so that our magistrates
may be consistent and inflict the same pun-
ishment for the same erime.

When speaking to the Addrvess-in-rveply,
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin} expressed the hope that Sir William
Eggleston should not be allowed to proceed
to China as Australia’s representative. I
know of no man in Australia hetter quali-
fied to occupy the position. Sir William is
an eminent lawyer.

Mr. Tonkin: That is a remarkable state-
ment in view of what he said.

Mr. MeLARTY: He is an cminent lawyer
and 2n ex-Minister of the Crown. Ie has
written some valuable hooks and is an auth-
ority on Paciflic affrirs.

Mr. Tonkin: But he is going as a diplo-
mat! That is his prime occupation.

Mr. MeLARTY: He, being an authority
on Paeific affairs, has every qualification for
the post. I agree with the hon, member that
what Sir William said was indiscreet.

Mr. Tonkin: It was. You are very mild
indeed.

Mr. MeLARTY: Perbhaps when he =aid
it he did not expeet that it would be pub-
lished to the world.

Mr. Raphael: He might have been two
sheets in the wind!
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Mr. McLARTY: He is not that type of
man. I myself thought the Minister for
Labour was indisereet the other day when
he, a Minister holding a responsible position,
deseribed Sir William as a Faseist,

The Minister for Labour: So he is

Mr. McLARTY: The Commonwenlth
Government would not send a Fascist to
represent us in the democracy of China.

The Minister for Labour: I say he is a
Fasecist type. .

Mr. McLARTY : There is not much differ-
ence in the Minister’s statements.

The Deputy Premier: You would not
agree with his statement?

Mr, McLARTY: No. [ think it was in-
disereet of Sir William to make the stote-
ment.

The Deputy Premier: It
than indiscreet.

Mr. Doney: Yes. It was stupid.

The Deputy Premier: That is so.

Mr. McLARTY : Many people in Australia
are to-day eondemning certain politieians for
their attitade towards the war, and I think
with some justification.

The Deputy Premier: I think it was an in-
sult to the Prime Minister.

Mr. McLARTY: T do not think for one
moment that Sir William ineluded the Prime
Minister.

Mr. Doney : He did not speceifieally exclude
him.

The Minister for Labour: Why apologise
for Sir William?

Mr. McLARTY : T am not.

Mr. Raphael: You are making a pretence.

Mr, MeLARTY : No. S8ir William is well
able to take care of himself. I am glad that
we are not to have extra taxation imposed on
us this session.

Mr, Withers: As far as the hon. member
knows!

Mr. McLARTY : I have read the Premier's
statement, Of course, things have happened
since the Premier left the State. At all
events, if no extra taxation is imposed this
session, this will be the only session since I
have been a member of Parliament when ad-
ditional taxation has not been impased on the
people. At this time it is right that the
Commonwealth Government should have the
field of taxation, notwithstanding that more
is being taken from the people at present
than has ever heen taken from them before.
The Premier in my opinion has done well at
the Loan Council, because we shall rveeive

Wwis worse
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sufficient money to keep the State going. If
we securg more defence expenditure, ag we
have been promised, the outlook for our State
will be fairly bright so far as concerns em-
ployment in the foture.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [5.12]:
Some three or four years have elapsed since
T asked members to listen to me on the
Address-in-reply debate. I almost feel like
apelogising to them now, but there are some
matters concerning my electorate that I de-
sire to advertise as much as possible. 1
therefore take this opportunity to advise the
House and the publie of them. The Lieut.-
(lovernor’s Speech gives no indication at all
that the Government intends to bring down
legislation to put into effect the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commissioner who was
appointed fo in¢uire into the pastoral in-
dustry. I hope that is an indication that the
Minister for Lands, in his lengthy negotia-
tions with the finaneial firms concerned, has
come to seme agrecment whereby the des-
perate position inte which the industry has
deleriorated will be improved. I cannot em-
phasise too strongly that the industry is in a
most precarious state. Never since its incep-
tion have conditions been so bad, and if some-
thing is not done shortly the whole structure
of the industry will collapse, owing to the
burden of interest, Drought conditions have
prevailed for the past six or seven years and
have so depleted the tlocks that the entire
production of the stations is now insufficient
to meet even the interest bill. Most of the
pastoralists are now acting as poorly paid
shepherds for the financial firms, Whatever
comes or goes, the first charge upon their
produce is interest. Something must be done,
either by legislation or by co-operation with
the financial firms who now own the industry,
or the industry will cease to exist.

I have been touring my electorate for two
and a half or three months and it is
heart-breaking to see the conditions that
prevail.  Luckily, some winter rains fell
—the first normal winter rains for seven
or cight years—and these saved the pas-
toralists from absolute ruin. At presenf
the flocks wonld average, [ suppose, oniy
ahout 20 per cent. of the normal number. If
the drought shownld eontinune, as it has in
many portions of the pastoral arcas, geod-
ness knows what will havpen to the industry,
I know the Minister for Lands is hopeful that
th finan-ial institutions will listen to reason
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and not foree the Government to introduce
legislation to implement the recommendations
of the Royal Commission. Even if the capi-
tal values of the properties are written down
to a certain extent, that will not be enongh.
Kither the State Government or the Federal
Government will have to make arrangements
for loans for restocking purposes. The indi-
vidual pastoralist eannot possibly make that
provision unaided. The interest rates charged
for any such logns must be merely nominal.
In my electorate many of the station owners
have starving stock, yet less than a hundred
miles nway ample feed is available. In the
Port Hedland distriet the property owners
urgently need more shecp, but the financial
institutions say, ‘‘No, we cannot afford to
buy morc sheep for you.” Therefore the
shecp in the Roebourne area must starve
while an ample food supply for them exists
less than a hundred miles away, and the only
consideration that prevents starving shegp
from being saved is—finance. How much
longer the Government will permit such con-
ditions to obtain, I am at a loss to uuder-
stand.

A reappraisement of pastoral rents is due
next year. I urge the Minister for Lands to
send out appraisers to mnke personal inspee-
tions of the properties. The last appraise-
ment was effected in 1922, and the anoma-
lies ereated hyv that reappraisement, caused
by inspectors who did not know their
business, have constituted a souree of
annoyanee, worry and expense fto all
the pastoral lessees ever sinee. 1 trost
that the Minister will appoint appraisement
inspectors who know their jobs and will thor-
oughly investigate the position of properties
abont which eomplaints have been raadn.

The Minister for Lands: That will be a
very hig job.

Mr. RODOREDA: It will be a big
job, and if not done properly will not
be worth doing at all The Roebourne
district possesses another asset that is en-
tirely unexploited, and is quite unknown in
most parts of Australia. T refer to huge de-
posits of blue asbestos. I have it on the
authority of one of the most cantious of the
Government geologists, that there is, on the
most econservative estimate, 100,000,000 tons
of hlue ashestos available. That ashestos is
of the finest quality of any such deposits in
the world. Those figures are astronomieal,
bt as T have pointed out, are con.
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servative, Most of the deposit is visible
and there is no possible chance of any
mistake being made regarding the quan-
tity available.  For two or three years
the deposits were worked internittently
and at one stage it appeared as though the
industry would be placed on a permanent
basis. Then the war broke out and nothing
further was done.

The only markets available for blue ashes-
tos are in (ireat Britain and America. With
the outbrezk of hostilities, the shipping posi-
tion precluded the utilisation of those mar-
kets, so the industry had to close down. The
Federal Government has heen advised of the
quantity of asbestos available in the Roe-
bourne district. A reasonably extensive de-
mand for asbestos exists in Australia for
manufacturing purposes, yet not one ton
from the Rochourne deposit has heen sold in
Australia.  Within the last 12 months the
Federal Government entered into a trade
agreement with South Africa, and of the
only two items aceorded preference one was
blue asbestos. Let members realise the posi-
tion! We have in the Hamersley Ranges a
sulliviently large deposit of blue ashestos to
cope with the requirements of the whole
world for the next hundred years, and yet
we are hnporting blue asbestos from South
Afviea'  The article is used in the
manufacture of asbestos sheety and other
such goods.  Surely the time has arrived
when someone should demand that the Fed-
eral Government cancel the trade agreement
with South Afriea, Tt is time the State or
the Federal Government insisted upon loea!
ashestos being used by our manufacturers.

Mr. Berry: Some is used locally.

Mr. RODOREDA : Practically nothing at
all.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What is the Minister
for Industrial Development doing?

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not know, Per-
haps this is & matter for the Federal Gov-
ernment, and certainly an embargo should be
placed upon the importation of asbestos into
Australia. It is seandalous that we should
bhave an enormous deposit undeveloped and
that we shonld import asbestos from South
Afrien.

The Minister for Mines: And our deposit
is easily mined.

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes, and that the
asbestos is the best gquality available in the
world has been proved by investigations
earried out in London and New York. Tak-
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ing the value of ashestos as £40 a ton, mem-
bers will appreciate that the blue asbestos
deposit in the Roebourne distriet is worth
more than all the gold produced in Western
Australia to date, yet the deposits are lying
absolutely undeveloped.

Mr. Withers: Is the deposit far from the
coast !

Mr. RODOREDA : Between 100 and 150
miles, but that distance is a mere bagatelle
when other considerations are borne in
mind. There is a plant on the spot that
turns out a wonderfully goed product, equal
to any imported from elsewhere in the
world. Then there is the copper position.
A duwp at Whim Creek is lying at grass
and could easily be used. It contains about
£160,000 worth of copper. It would prob-
ably cost £60,000 to modernise the plant and
put it in working order, which could be
done within two months. The Federal Gov-
erniment has stressed the need for copper,
yet what has been done regarding the Whim
Creek proposition? XNothing at all. Enough
profit should be derived from the dump at
Whim Creek to enable the mine to be un-
watered, the plant to he modernised and
huge profits effected.

Mz, Sampson: Would the proposition
appeal to private enterprise?

Mr. RODOREDA: The deposit has re-
mained idle for 20 odd yeavs.

Mr. Cross: Private enterprise neglected
the proposition,

Mr. RODOREDA: Copper prices that
have obtained since the last war have not
been such as to induce private enterprise to
exploit the proposition,

Mr. Sampson: We are starving for cop-
per.

Mr, RODOREDA: The Federal Govern-
ment is aware of the deposit,

Mr. Doney: Has anyone made representa-
tions to the Federal Government?

Mr. RODOREDA ; Of course! The Mines
Department has placed all the facts and
firures before the Federal authorities. Pro-
bably next week there will be an inquiry by
the Federal authorities to know if there is
any copper in this State. Sueh inquiries
seem to be made once a month.

The Minister for Mines: We keep capies in
the office s0 as to be ready for the next
inquiry,

Mr. RODOREDA : Apart altogether from
the Whim Creek show, there are 20 or 30
copper mines, all half-developed, within a
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radius of 20 miles of Roebourne. Appar-
ently no one in the Federal sphere takes
any interest in Western Australia, and so
these concerns will remain undeveloped.
Certainly that will be the position if it is
left to the Federal Government. In the
Roehourne district there are deposits of
various minerats of praeticelly illimitable
wealth that eould not be exploited in times
of peage. In these days when there is a
seareity of supplies, the mines conld be put
on a competitive basis so that when peace
returns they could be worked in competition
with shows elsewhere.

I discussed another matter with the
Premier and the Minister for Works last
year. I refer to an irrigation project for
stud stock in the Roebourne district, and
also for the creation of an inland seaplane
base. I have been informed that a sur-
veyor has made an investigation of the
scheme. There is a gorge along the course
of the Fortescue River below Millstream,
and at that point a wall about 70 yards long
and about 100 feet high would create a lake
of fresh water that would extend back for
about 20 miles. The whole position was
recently investigated, and a proposition has
been submitted to the defence authoritics by
the owner of the station. One favourable
aspeet of the scheme is that even in drought
years about 150,000,000 gallons of fresh
water flow through Millstream every day.
That water could be led into the gorge
along the course of the Fortescue River
and would provide an adequate supply even
during a protracted drought. It would pro-
vide ample water for irrigating the plain
below the dam seeing that the reservoir
would be at least 1,000 feet above the plain,
enabling veticulation to be effectively wuti-
lised. The flats below Millstream are as
rich as any elsewhere in the world and
hundreds of square miles could be irrignted
from the dam. An ample water supply
would be available for the personnel assoc-
iated with a seaplane base. The outstanding
problem all along the North-West eoast is
to secure an adequate water supply. Tt
would be difficult to name one place where
an adequate supply would be available to
the extent required for defence purposes
associated with an aeroplane base. T ask
the Premier or the Deputy Premier to detail
a small survey party thoroughly to investi-
pate this proposition. The expense involved
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would be quite worth while and the claims
for it could be proved or disproved .at little
cost to the State. Such an investigation
would enable the Government to secure the
necessary data before officially asking the
Federa! Government to undertake the pro-
position, In my opinion, the engineers and
surveyors associated with the Departmment of
the North-West could make the contour sur-
vey and ascertain al] the relevant faets. [
hope the Ministor for Works is listening
to my remarks, hecanse I shall ask him to do
something regarding a water supply for
Onslow. Last year the people at that eentre
had to cart water 20 odd miles, for drink-
ing purpeses alenc. Tn sueh a climate the
prime essential is an adequate water supply,
Therefore I hope that now we have a highly
capable engineer, Mr. Dumas, in charge of
water supplies, he and his officers will
thoroughly investigate the position, and de-
cide onee and for all what can be done in
that regard. The town will be there for all
time. The sooner the position is faced the
befter everyone will be pleased and the more
satisfaetory will be the result to the Govern-
ment.

I commend the member for Inwin-Moore
{Mr. Berry) for his advoeaey of a move for
the building of ships in this State. T know
very well that the Western Australian Gov-
ernment has heen urging this proposal on
the Federal Government for some eonsider-
able time. Undoubtedly a number of wooden
ships could have been built here since the
war began. The building of them should
have been going on continuously ever since
the outbreak of hostilities, The wooden ship
“King Bay” was built at Fremantle, and hag
proved perfectly serviceable. The naval
authorities selected this very vessel as the
only ship in the port of Fremantle suffi-
ciently solid to act as a tender ship for eraft
cntering that port. She remains outside the
harbour standing all the buffeting and knock-
ing-about ships get when they have to bring
tenders alongside steel vessels.

Mr. North: What is her tonnage?

Mr. RODOREDA : T do not know cxactly,
but she carries about 150 tons of wool. She
was built in seven or eight months, and not
by experts. Experts are not required for
huilding wooden ships. If the Federal Gov-
ernment called for the supply of seven or
eight such vessels, it could obtain them heve.
Anyone with an adze and a hatamer ean build
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a wooden ship. The Federal Government
has tnken the “Kybra” and the “King Bay”
away from our North-West coast. For a
wooden ship, all the advance preparation
required is & blue print, and a man who
knows how to read it. To bnild a wooden
ship is not more difficalt than to build a

house. A wooden ship can be buiit by car-
penters.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: By ship’s ear-
penters!

Mr. RODOREDA: I observed the men
who built the “King Bay”; and if they ean
build a ship, any men can.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is much easier to
tatk about than to do.

Mr. Sampson: Are there any spare car-
penters ahout?

Mr. RODOREDA: There were no ship-
wrights about when the “King Bay” was
undler construction, but she was buitt. The
only thing that went wrong with the under-
taking was that a Minister of the Crown
would not give the company a license to
carry the special eargo for which she was
designed, and so it went practieally bankrapt.
Now the Navy has taken on the “King Bay.”
If we can huild one ship m Western Auve-
tralin, why can we not build half a dozen?

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Ships eannot he
built without skilled men.

Mr. Berry: Nonsense!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: T know what I am
talking about,

Mr. RODOREDA: I know the men who
built the “King Bay.” They included a
couple of shipwrights,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well, there you
are!

Mr. RODOREDA: We have shipwrights
in Western Australia, have we not?

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Yes; bhut you sug-
gested that tradesmen were not needed. and
T resent that.

Mr. RODOREDA : T did not say, ‘‘trades-
men.” I said earpenters could build wooden
ghips. The hon, member interjecting may
have misunderstood me.

Hon. C. . Latham: They have been on
the “Pollvanna,” yvou know, for the last five
months, and have not got her seaworthy yet.

Mr. RODOREDA : Wooden ships are be-
ing built continuously in Western Australia;
for instanee, the luggers for Broome, which
stand the roughesat of weather. This job of
shipbuilding ean he done in Western Aus-
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tralin, and shonld be done here. Why can-
not the Navy get a dozen wooden ships built
and release the “King Bay," or else the
“Kybra,” which is tied op wnearly half
her time in Sydney?  There is no need
for the Committee to go into the ques-
tion of man power and service and all
that unutterable nonsense, in spite of which
we do not get any ships. The member for
Murray-Wellington  {Mr, MeLarty) men-
tioned petrol rationing, and the Leader of
the Opposition chided the mover of the
Address-in-reply for daring to say a word
against the Federal Government,.

Hon, C. (. Latham: I did nothing of the
sort; you have no right to say that.

Mr. RODOREDA : The Leader of the Op-
position had no right to do that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But yon can still do
the wrong thing!

Mr. RODOREDA: I consider that the
handling of the petrol question by the
Federal Government has been almost erim-
inally incompetent.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Did not you say
that the people in the North-West were
deprived of petrol? There are no licenses
up there, you know.

Mr. 1ODOREDXA: I would not be so
senseless as to say a thing like that. X
know the position in the North reasonably
well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not doubt it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RODOREDA : It is almost ineredible
that the Federal GGovernment could be so
stupid ns to nllow the petrol position to
degencrate into the state in whieh it is
now. It took the Federal Government
some 18 months to vealise that the problem
had to he solved by that Government, in-
stead of hy the petrol companies. Not
half the supply stores in Australia are full,
after 18 months of Federal management.
The Federal Government should have in-
sisted on those people keeping their sup-
plies reasonably full, but because they
would prohably sacrifice some profit by
paying higher freights for tankers—

Hon. C. G. Latham: T hope onr friends
up North will not accept the hon. member
as an authority on this subjeet.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition will keep order.

Hon. C. Q. Latham: I would not adver-
tise the defieieney to the Japanese.
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Mr. RODOREDA: It was stated in this
morning’s paper by Senator McLeay that
the stocks were not half full. I am merely
pointing out the position which has arisen
through the Federal Government’s handling
of the petrol question. Three boats have
been running down our coast from Singapore
to Fremantle ever since the war began, and
running practically empty. In each of
those three boats 1,090 tons of storage is
available. They could have brought about
3,000,000 gallons of petrol in drums and
cases per year to this State. The ‘‘Koo-
linda’'" has come down from up there within
the last seven or eight months empty,
whereas she could have brought 500,000
egallons of petrel. If that is a sample of
the manner in which the war is being con-
ducted hy the Federal Government, it is
no wonder we are in a bad way. The posi-
tion has now hecome so bad that something
must he done. To allow the petrol com-
panies to work their own sweet will was
very had husiness indeed. The Federal
CGovernment has requested most of the
people in outlying eentres to lay down about
three months’ food supply. On investi-
gating the North-West position 1 diseov-
ered that most of the stations sre mot in
immediate danger of petrol shortage; but
the towns have to be looked after, and the
only people who ean do that are the indi-
vidual storckeepers in the towns. But most
of these men are so hard up that they
cannot finance an extra three mionths’
supply.

I took this matter up with the Mimster
for Industrial Development about three
months ago, and was informed that the usual
committee was sitting. I do not know what
has happened in connection with the matter,
but there are no supplies in the towns of
the North-West. Indced, there is a difficulty
in those towns getting current supplies
with the limited amount of shipping avail-
able. Therefore I ask the Minister, if he
speaks on the Address-in-reply, to advise
the House of the position. The store-
keepers in the North, I wish to em-
phasise, cannot possibly finance an extra
three months’ supply; and that fact
legves the whole of the North-West abso-
lutely unprovided for in the event of a
erisis oceurring. I myself sat on a com-
mittee to deal with the shipping question,
We sat as a committee usually sits, and
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made all sorts of recommendations. We
had a 100 per eent. perfect plan on paper.
And the whole solution hinged on petrol
supplies being laid down before shipping
was restricted. This committee’s recom-
wendation was sent on to the Federal Gov-
ernment months and months ago. Some-
body had to finance the three months' sup-
ply. But nothing was done. As soon as
a practical step has to be tnken in order
to implement a recommendation of any
committee the whole thing breaks down.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then there is a
deflnite shortage of petrol in the North-
West? The Leader of the Opposition has
stated that there is.

Mr., RODOREDA: The Leader of the
Opposition does not know what he is talk-
ing about on that question. There has not
been a tanker on the North-West coast for
aver nine months from Sumatra, and all the
petrol has had to go to the North-West by
State vessels making seven or eight trips.
When 1 was at Roebourne three months
ago, there were only seven or eight cases of
petrol in the town.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I said there was no
rationing in the North-West, That is ail.

Mr. RODOREDA: The rationing in the
North-West is a price rationing. When one
pays 4s. 6d. and 3s. for petrol, one does not
use it needlessly. No jov-riding is done in the
North-West. The whole of the pastoral in-
dustry there is now dependent upon petrol
for working the stations. The old days of
the outcamp are gone. All the fences are
attended to from the head station by men
on motor bicycles, and all the transport is
done by trucks. Thus petrol is the sole
means of transport in the North-West.
True, the stations are gradually fitting gas
producers. In fact, some of the stations
have had them for five or six years. T ean,
however, assure the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) that the
price of petrol in the North-West is in itself
an effective means of rationing.

The Leader of the Opposition had some-
thing to say about the abolition of the fin-
ancial emergency tax. He was rather criti-
cal of the Government, and I was surprised
that a man who has oceupied the honourable
position he has held for so many years
should try to mislead the public in the way
he did. Ie said that the tax had not heen
abolished.
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Mr. Thorn:
another name,

Hon. C. G, Latham: So long as you are
satisfied, I shall be satisfied.

Mr. RODOREDA: I want the public to
be satisfied.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They won’t be!

Mr. RODOREDA : It is not sufficient for
me that the Leader of the Opposition shouvld
be satisfied. I ask the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to inquire from the man on £300 a
year and with two children whether the fin-
aneial emergency tax has been abolished.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Auvburn, Smith
and—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
Leader of the Opposition to keep order.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am gasking the
Leader of the Opposition a rhetorical ques-
tion. I do not want any answer to it, The
hon. member can understand that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Roebourne must address the Chair.

Mr. RODOREDA : May I not ask a rhetor-
ieal question through the Chair, M.
Speaker? I wish to ask the Leader of the
Opposition to interview the man on £300
with two children and ask him whether the
financial emergency tax has been abolished,
both in name and in fact. Let him ask the
man on £400 a year with three children the
same question, aud see what reply he re-
ceives,

Mr. Hnghes: The man will say no. That
is the answer. |

Mr. RODOREDA: 1 can tell him that
the tax has been abolished because he does
not now pay any tax at all.

Mr. Hughes: You should not contradiet
a witness,

Mr. RODOREDA : Men on those salaries
do not pay any tax. Previously they were
paying quite a conriderable amount in finan-
cial emergeney tax, just the same as the single
man does, so it is quite untrue for the
Leader of the Opposition to state that the
financial emergency tax has not been abol-
ished. To make such a remark was deliber-
ately to mislead the people. Thousands of
men in the categories I have mentioned know
whether or not the tax has been abolished.

A few years ago I ftried very bard,
through the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, to interest the Government in an in-
dustrial enterprise, the eapltal for which
would have been provided from the Eastern
States. The man who was endeavouring to

It is the same tax wunder
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have that industry established here has sent
me the following cutting from the Melbourne
“Herald,” dated the 2nd August:—

Money for New Industries: Svrprise pro-
posal by South Australian Government: Great
interest was shown today by State Treasury
officers at the announcemeut by the Premier of
South Australia (Mr. Playford) that be would
introduce legislation to enable the Government
to give financial aid to private manufacturing
interests.

Stating that the decision was a departure
from very many important principles of gov-
ernment, Mr. Playford explained that where
introduction of an industry was considered
‘‘esgential and of community value,’’ finaneial
assistance would be given, subject to approval
by an authority consisting of two Government
members of Parliament, and Leaders of the
Opposition in the Assembly, and the Legis-
lative Couneil,

Mr. Sampson: Our Minister for Indus-
trial Development is considering the ques-
tion.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: It is too Iste now,
is it not?

Mr. RODOREDA: No. The time is never
too late to consider such a proposition, be-
cause that industry is not likely to be dis-
continued this year or next year. This State
is going to progress but it will never pro-
gress satisfactorily while we have a Gov-
ernment that will not assist or which legis-
lation prevents from assisting private enter-
prise.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:

has powers,
. Mr. RODOREDA: Then I am surprised
it has not used them to greater effect than
has been the case up to date. The proyosi-
tion I submitted three or four years ago,
with which the member for Forrest (Mr.
Holman) has had something to do since then,
is the establishment of a papermill in our
South-West forest areas. This was no fly-
by-night scheme but a scheme worked out
to the veriest detail. For years it was the
subject of a close examination, and only a
very small amount of help was required
from the Government. However, the Pre-
mier and the Government did not see eye
to eye with the man submitting the pro-
position, and unfortunately for this State
South Australia bas now taken the matter
up.

The Minister for Labour: South Austra-
lia did not take up that feliow's scheme.

Mr. RODOREDA: No, of course it did
not. I am surprised this Government did
not conduct more investigations into that

The (iovernment
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proposal. Now the chance has gone and a
mill has been established in Tasmania. It
does not require mueh imagination to under-
stand what effect the establishment of such a
mil] in this State would have had on West-
ern Australin. We have heard guite a lot
about the new order and post-war recon-
stroction,  Demands have been made on
every side for us to investigate and make
arrangements now for the new order which,
it is said, will exist after the war. ' The
matter is a diffienlt one to solve. I do not
know how we can be expected {o solve any
problem when we do not know what the
problem is.

Mr. Hughes: You will not get a new
order with the old mentality.

Mr. RODOREDA : Only a madman would
dare to prophesy what conditions after the
war will be like. But this much is apparent
to me: that whatever the conditions may be
at the termination of this war, all problems
associated with it ean be solved by one
thing and that is, as the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MecLarty) said, an ample
supply of money. Money, if you have
enough of it, will solve all problems.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Under the people’s
control.

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes. If there is as
much money available after the war as dur-
ing it, we shall have no troubles to worry
sbout. I suggest that people should give a
good deal of thought to that aspeet rather
than try to make plans and appoint commit-
tees to solve a problem of the pature of
which we are not aware.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [553]: I
listened with close attention to His Exeel-
lency's Speech and T also read it very care-
fully., I further listened with interest to
previous speakers on the Address-in-reply.
After hearing the Licut.-Governor’s Speech
and what membhers have had to say, I am
of opinion that Western Australia is in a
bad position. The Speech referved to the
future of this State, but the position is that
unless we ean obtain definite assistance to
establisk new industries and bring about
reforms, or new orders, or whatever they
might be called, there is no possibility of the
State's progressing. I do noi propose to
take up members’ time to any great extent,
but I wish to deal with one or two items in
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the Speech. On the frst page of the docu-
ment appears the following :—

Consistent with their high reputation for
practical patriotism, the people of Western
Australia bhave responded magnificently to the
demand for men for the fighting forces and for
money with which te feed, clothe, equip and
pay them. .

That portion of the Speech particolarly
appeals to me. Western Australia certainly
has responded magnificently to the call for
ren, and fairly well fo the call for money
to feed, equip and clothe those men. How-
ever, the soldiers have been equipped not
from Western Australia but from the Eas-
tern States. How have the men been fed?
With the exception of a few items, mosh
of the food supplied to the main camps has
been imported from the Eastern States.

Mr. McDonald: I think not.

Mr. TRIAT: The hon member may think
not, hut I am going to prove what I say.
That food was imported from the Bastern
States until quite recently, at all events. If
there has been an alteration in the policy,
the fuet has not been made public. The
feeding, clothing and equipment of these
men in Western Australia has not been done
from this State, and it is therefore not to the
advantage of the State to have soldiers
stationed here, except for the fact that they
themselves spend a certain amount of money.
The Commonwealth Government is not pre-
pared to spend anything here; il is pre-
pared to take but not to give, The Speech
continued—

The pledge given by Ministers on the out-
break of war to assist the Commonwealth Gav-
ernment to the fullest possible extent has been
honouved in every way, Constant and close
co-operation is the keynote of this State’s re-
lation to the war effort.

Definitely that pledge has been honoured in
every way. In my opinion it has been
honoured too well. The Western Australian
Government should have been insistent in
its demands that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment give consideration to the building of
munition faetories in this State in the early
stages, as well as to the construefion of
ships, as has already been mentioned by
the member for Irwin-Moore (Mr. Berry)
and other speakers, for the transport of
foodstuffs to the Middle East., or whersven
they are required. This State is in the best
geographieal position to supply those com-
modities. We are six davs closer to the
Middle East than are any of the Eastern
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States, and if ships are so scarce—as we
have been told they are—obviously this is
the orly place from which goods should
be exported. But what do we find? There
are no such shipments from Western Aus-
tralia. Foodstuffs are going had. Wheat
is votting on the gronnd, or, if it is not,
is kept in bins. Qur vegetables, fruit and
meat are not wanted by anybody; st least,
they are wanted, hut are not availahle to the
people requiring them. Western Australia
shonld have bheen more insistent in demand-
ing from the Federal Government the right
to provide a fair share of the requirements
of the men oversea. It should have seen that
munition factories were erected here in the
early stages, TLast year 1 expressed my
anxiety in this conneetion, and the Premier
told me that I was pessimistic. He said a
man was coming over here to control muni-
tions manufacture, and that he had an open
cheque. That was 12 months ago. The
sheque-book is still open and has never heen
sotled. Smeall orders may have heen re-
ecived, but nothing has been done on &
large seale. Now, however, a factory is to
be ereeted at a cost of £250,000, and that is
to be built in nine months’ time, when the
war will be over.

The Minister for Mines: I hope you are
right!

Mr. TRIAT: I am right, and hon. mem-
bers will soon know it. If we de not win
the wer in minc months, we are not going to
win it at all. 1 do not profess to he a
prophet. I know nothing about war, but
I have read that unless we ean win this war
in nine months’ time, we shall not win it
at all,

Several members interjected.

Mr. TRIAT: Last year I read an extract
from a book entitled “Japan Must Fight
Britain.” Members Jaughed then; they
are not laughing today. I am sorry
to have to say that. We all realise
that Japan may fight Britain. Trouble is
very close to us to-day. The Prime Minister
has had to hasten back to Melbourne because
the situation in the Far East has assumed a
dangerous aspect. Yet what have we done
in 12 months? Nothing!

Mr. Cross: The Federal Government has
not done too much, either.

Mr. TRIAT: I am speaking of the
Federal Government, This State is not Aus-
tralia. This Parliament is bul a glorvified
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road board. What power have we to set in
motion any defence measures? None! What
money have we got? We have nothing. We
are like pauapers, dependent on the Com-
monwealth Government for everything., Yet
people are saying, “Why do you not do more
than yvou are doing?” Members know that
unless we ean get finance we ean do nothing.
Instead of obtaining more finance, what
have we received? When our representa-
tive went to the Eastern States to obtain
our quota of finaneial assistance, he was told
that we would have to aceept a reduction.
That may be all right. Perhaps it suits the
people, since they do not vote. The people
of Western Australia should vote. We re-
quite a certain amount of money, and if we
cannot get it, why does not the Common-
wealth Government mnke provision to pro-
teet the country? We read of the protec-
tion that is being provided. Where is it? I
have travelled a lot and have scen nothing
of it. There are a few guns at isolated
points, but the whele of the North is open
to an invader, with the exception of Darwin.
As the member for Roebourne (Mr. Rodo-
reda) said, an enemy would not he able to
get enough water to drink. If that does not
stop an invasion, nothing will. Bnt the
Commonweslth cannot take the eredit for a
searcity of drinking water. Nature is re-
sponsible for that. T feel disgusted when T
see the inaetivity in a State ltke Western
Australia in its eontribution to the defence
of this eountry.

The Speech announees that following per-
sistent representations hy the State Govern-
moent the Commonwealth Government decided
to cstablish a small arms factory at a cost of
£250,000, Whilst visiting Canberra recently
I heard the Minister for Defence state in
reply to one of the Western Australian
members—and T have since read the reply in
the Commonwenlth “Hansard"—that nine
months would clapse hefore this factory was
built. For the information of members, 1
should like to relate what eecurred in an-
other part of the Commonwenlth when the
building of munition works was contem-
plated. T quote Quecnsland. Recently I
visited that State, and here let me zay that I
wish overy member of this Pavliament could
make that trip in order to see for himself
exactly what is happening in the other
States. I venture to say that anyone wounld
be dumbfounded, dismaved and disgusted at
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the manner in whick we ave being treated.
When munition works were abount to be built
in Queensland, the Commonwealth proposed
what is being done here. It said, “We will
give vou the money, but it will take nine
months to build the factory.” The Queens-
land Governmenf replied, “It will not take
vou nine months. Give us the cheque and
we will show you how to build it.” I made
a trip one evening with the Queensland
Minister for Works and the Engineer for
Public Works. We travelled five miles out
of Brisbane and there saw 15 acres of land
floodlit wuntil it was bright as day. There
were 75 trucks working day and night shift-
ing hills and filling in depressions. There
were several bulldozers at work, the largest
of them shifting 14 cubic yards of spoil every
four or five minutes. There were two grabs,
each of 110 horse power, picking up 9 eubice
yards of dirt at every grab. This work was
going on through three shifts a day and on
seven days a week.

Mr. Cross: That was done by a Tabour
Government.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, That is how the job
was fackled in Queensland. The authorities
there did not say it would take nine months
to build the factory. As a matter of faet it
will take 90 davs from the time the first shovel
was put in before the first implement of war-
fare is turned out. Here our faetory is to
take nine months to build; and we aceept this
sort of thing without protest. Why should
it take nine months? Why not kick up a row
ahout it?

Mr, Thorn: Keep going, you are stirring
things up!

Mr. TRIAT: 1 wish to emphasise how bad
is the treatment being meted out to Western
Australia. I want to drive that point home.
This actory is to take nine months to build,
and in my opinion the war will be over by
the fime it has been erected. Why bother
about Imilding munition works now? Why
not build factories so that we may ercate
secondary indusiries? If it is going to fake
nine months to build the faetory, we had
better forget all abont it. By the expiration
of that period, it will not be wanted for the
manniacture of munitions. In Queensland
90 days were to elnpse from the time opera.
tions were begun on shifting the hills nntil
the conerete foundations and struetural steel
work were constructed and the machinery in-
stalled. Vet the Commonwealth says it will
take nine months to build a factory here.
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Counsider the defence work that is being
undertaken in South Austratia. There we
have a State with a population roughly equal
to that of Wostern Australia and most of the
people, as here, are congregated in the sonih-
ern part of the State. South Australia is
fairly well off for muuition works. Let me
quote an extraet from the “Sonth Australian
QObserver” of the 5th July last, ag follows :—

Munition Orders in South Australia.

Ronrd Hundles Programme Totalling £4,-
000,000: Over £4,000,000 worth of munition
production orders had been placed by the Board
of Area Management in South Australia since
its ineeption a year ago, the secretary (Mr, B,
Lillywhitc) stated in his first annual report to
the board, which was presented at a speciul
meeting last night. Orders amounting to about
£200,000 for eclothing, boots and so on for
overgeas Governments of the Eastern Group
had also been placed recently.

So orders ta the value of £4,200,000 have
been pluced in South Australia in the last
12 n.onths. The report continued :—

In a review of the employment caused throngh

the netivities of the board, Mr. Lillywhite said
that arvangements for production hnd been
made with 62 contractors or sub-contractors,
and 262 orders had been placcd leading to the
employment of 9,609 males and 755 females by
contractors, and 1,622 males and 102 females
in anuexes, a total of 12,088 persons.
An mportant point to be borne in mind is
that this large sum of money has been ex-
pended in South Australia. Where does
Western Australin come in?  Perhaps the
political coat of the CGovernment is South
Australia 13 diffsrent,

Mr. Thorn: A more active (overnment
perhaps.

Mr. TRIAT: The report continaes :——

The disbursements of the board to date ex.
ceeded £2,000,000, of which £1,967,457 was for
manufactured munitions, An interesting itemn
wag £566,926 for the tradesmoen training classes,

A sum of nearly £57,000 was given to South
Australia by the Commonwealth for the pur-
pose of imparting additional training to skill-
ed or semi-skilled men. Is not that an ad-
vautage to the State? No such sum has heen
given to Western Australia to greate a better
class of artisan heve. Western Australia is
in a deplorable position compared with the
BEastern States. In the adjoining State in 12
months £€4,200,000 has been provided for the
manufacture of munitions, boots and eloth-
ing, and auother £57,000 for the additionsl
training of tradesmen. South Australia wonld
he in an enviable position if the war, finished
to-morrow or cven in the next nine mouths,
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as I helieve it will, beeause it would have
mechanieal faeilities and skilled tradesmen
for operating seeondary indusiries to the
value of £4,000,000.

Mr, North: And South Australia receives
a larger disabilities grant from the Common-
wealth than we do.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes; the Commonwealth
scems to favour that State. Why it should
do so, I cannot say. I believe that Western
Australia is quite as capable of manufactur.
ing munitions as is the sister State, How-
ever, I say, “Good luck to South Australia.”
I should have liked to see it get £8,000,000
worth of defence orders, but if it is entitled
to £4,000,000 worth of defence orders,
surcly Western Australia is entitled to sim-
ilar consideration. We should strive to get
greater consideration from the Common-
wealth. In the paper I have already quoted
appears a statement by the Premier of
South Australia as follows:—

Unemployed down to 1,745, A decrease of
21 per cent. in the number of unemployed men
in South Australia during June reduced the

number of registrations to 1,745, the lowest
figure reached in the State in 14 years.

We are now reaping the benefit in direch
employment in new munitions works established
in this State, The total registrations for
munitions works up to date are:—Females,
8,566; males, 14,705. Already 1,564 females
and 1,208 males have been given cmployment
on active munition production in two of the
large new establishments in the metropolitan
area. These figures do not include those em-
ploved on construetion work or in private es-
tablishments, nor do they inelude the large
number cmployed on munition work in South
Australiann Government departments,

The number required Efor munition work
would continuc to increase very rapidly, and
it was obvious that in a very short time every
man in Sonth Ausatralia who was physieally fit
must be prepared to play his part in meeting
the increased demands.

South Australia is in a flovrishing condi.
tion. The Premier has said that everybody
who is physically fit must be prepared to
play his part in the manufacture of muni-
tiong, Only 1,745 persons were registered on
the books as unemployed. Four millien
pounds has been expended there on defence
orders in 12 months. The Commonwealth
Government is definitely doing something
detrimental to the interests of a State like
Western Australia when it does so much for
an adjoining State and practieally nothing
for us, I felt it my duty to direct the atten-
tion of the House to the rotten conditions
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that exist here as compared with the eon-
ditions in the Eastern States.

The Speech contains a reference to sec-
ondary industries, quite a number of which
ave suggested. I am growing sceplical as to
whether our secondary industries will cver
come to anything. I believe there is not
much hope for sceondary industries here he-
cause the Commonwealth Government will
not assist us to make headway by granting
sufficient money to enable us to earry on.
We cannot get the money within the State;
it hos to be obtained elsewhere. The Speech
tells us about the industries that are heing
established, hut no mention iz made about
the manufacture of explosives. No State of
the Commonwealth uses the quantity of ex-
plosives required in this State. Our mining
industry makes this State the largest con-
sumer of that commodity. But where are the
explosives manufactured? In Western Aus-
tralin? No, in Melhourne! Why are they not
manufactured in Western Australia? Why
manufacture thew clsewhere and have to
cart them at increased cost to the State
where they are required? Could not they he
manufactured here just as well as in
another State? Of course they conld. But
it does not suit the Commonwealth or big
business people in the Eastern States to
allow us to manufacture explosives here.
The member for Murrav-Wellington (Mr.
MecLarty) said that probably workers’ com-
pensation had something to do with the lack
of secondary industries in this State. T was
surprised to hear that statement. Annmalies
might exist, but if they do, I am not awnre
of them. I am of opinion that the compen-
sation provided under the Act is too small
to recompense a worker for the loss he
suffers by accident sustained in indusiry. 1
have heen associated with workers for a
long time and T know something ahout the
compensation provisions under the Aet.

Myr. Thorn: There might be other factors,

Mr, TRIAT: Yes. Perhaps the memher
for Murray-Wellington will expiain at some
other time exactly what he had in mind.
During the two years the war has heen rag-
ing, not a single day’s work has been lost
in this State through a stoppage. Is such
a record as that of no consequence to manu-
facturers? We read in the Press of stop-
pages in the Eastern States totalling
1,200,000 hours, but that does not prevent
manufacturers there from earrying on, and
the assumption is that they are carrying on
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satisfactorily hecause they are not prepared
to come to Western Australia and engage in
industry here. Seeing that the industrial
conditions in Western Australia are so easy
and so advantageous to manufacturers, 1
eannot understand why they have not heen
prepared to come here and start their indus-
tries. In this respect Western Australia has
a record unequalled in any other part of
the world,

Mr. North: Do you think that the cost
of electric power is too high?

Mr. TRIAT: I do not know how our
cost compares with the charges in the East-
ern States, but seeing that we have coal de-
posits at Collie, our costs should be reason-
able. In North Queensland power is gener-
ated very cheaply from the hydro-electric
works at Barron Falls, but we do not find
manufacturers going to Queensland to start
their industries. I wonder whether they
keep away from Queensland because the
Labour Party is in power there. It secms
strange that there should be such a disin-
clination to establish hig factories in
Queensland where electric power is cheap.
Should we conclude that beecanse Sonth Aus-
tralin has received large defence orders
from the Commonwealth, electric power fis
cheap in that State? I cannot believe that
the price of electric current here has any-
thing to do with our lack of secondary in-
dustries.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TRIAT: Continuning on the subjeet
of secondary industries I find the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech contains the following
paragraph—

Extensive investigations and tests have been
carried out regarding the possible production
of potash and alumina from alunite depoesits
at Lake Campion, There is every reason to be-
lieve that potash can now be commereially pro-
duced in a quantity sufficient to supply the
whole of Australia’s requirements for many
years,

The House has recognised that position for
some time. Last vear I drew attention to
the faet that there were 15.000,000 tons of
alunite 20 ft, below the surface at Cam-
pion, and only seven miles from a railway.
I was told that tests were heing made at
the University to ascertain whether it was
possible to exiraet alumininm from those
deposits. I was then told that out of a
total of 15,000,000 tons of alnnite therve
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were 7% million tons of aluminium, and
sufficient potash to pay for the extraction.
If such a deposit were found in any other
State of the Commonwealth it would im-
mediztely be exploited. Aluminium is of
immense importance to the Commonwealth
in the manufaceture of acroplanes. For the
fuselage and wings of an aeroplane alu-
minium is essential. I read the other day
that people in the Eastern Si{ates had de-
cided to import banxite from the Nether-
lands so0 that aluminium might be extracted
from it, notwithstanding that 7% million
tons of the mineral are awaiting exploita-
tion in this State., 1t is seandalous that
an industry of so mueh value should he
allowed to remain idle, and that bauxite
should he imported from the Netherlands.
It does not say much for the sincerity of
the war effort that is being put forward in
Australia.

Mr. Doney: What excuse has the Com-
monwealth Government to offer?

Mr. TAIAT: No exeuse whatsoever, and
there can be no excuse for allowing all that
wealth to lie in the ground. Why should
it not be taken out of the ground? Is it
because the mineral happens to be within
the boundaries of Western Australia that
it is left untouched, and that no one seems
to concern himself in the matter? It is
scandalous, and high time we made a de-
mand upon the authorities to have these
industries developed and the necessary
production embarked upon. Everybody
knows that petash is required in Australia,
and we know where it can he ohtained.
Let us make that demand, and notify the
Commonwealth Government that we are
going to exploit this particular industry.
Never mind about getting bauxite from the
Netherlands; let it be obtained in our own
State! Tet our people be given a chance to
live, so that they may he in a position to
buy the foodstuffs our farmers are grow-
ing, and that they in turn may be able to
put raore men to work. But nothing is
done, and no onc bothers about doing it.
[ intend to bother, and will keep on voicing
my opinion whether the authorities like it
or not. T hope other members will voice
their disgust at the manner in which this
State is treated.

Agriculture is an importont item, and
occupies a page and a half of the Speech.
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We know what is prejudicing the agricul-
toral industry to-day, namely, the searcity
of shipping and the fact that the foodstufls
produced in Western Australia cannot he
disposed of in the markets that could be
found for them. What is wrong with
Western Australia getting rid ot its sur-
plus in the Near EKast? T do not know
much about geography, hut I do know that
we in Western Australin are closer to the
Near East thap is any other State in Aua-
tralin. Malaya is owr natural trading
port if only we ecould get our produee
shipped to that part of the world. The
Duteh East Indies are also close to us, We
have no vessels trading with those ports.
The only vessel we had trading from this
Btate was the “‘Kangaroo,'” and she only
carried a few tons of eargo. Whatever
trading has been donc sinee she was taken
off the route has amounted to very little.
The member for Irwin-Moore (Mr. Berry)
put forward a wonderful suggestion. In
the old days wooden ships, whose motive
power lay only in their sails, used to
traverse the high seas of the world, north,
south, cast and west. They took produce
from the shores of Australia to the United
Kingdom and various other parts of the
Empire.  To-day we have wooden ships
that are propelled by meehanical means,
and yet we are not able to make use of
them in shipping away our produee.

Mr. Thorn: What happened to the vessels
that were built during the last war?

Alr. TRIAT: I do not know, but T under-
stand they were burnt. Whether or not that
is the ecase makes no difference. We should
have been building our own wooden ships
for the conveyance of our own foodstuffs to
where the markets ave awaiting them. 3Mil-
lions of people are only too anxious to pur-
chase Australian goods. We should put it
to the authorities to see that our produce is
shipped to those parts of the world where it
ean he eonsumed, and we should not permit
jt to rot within onr own shores. The pro-
ducer must he given a chance to make a liv-
ing, We are told that the producer eannot
sell that whieh he has grown. I hope mem-
bers oppasite will take the matter up and
make the necessary representations to the
Commonwealth Government, so that our sup-
plies may be taken to the markets awaiting
them, at a priee that will represent a profit
to the growers, and to the comfort of those
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consumers who are able to purchase that
which we produce, Imagine paying 8d. for
a single apple, and yet we cannot sell apples
in Australia at a profit! I agree that the
Apple and Pear Board could well be put
on board on one of onr wooden vessels,
which might be allowed to spring a leak
when out at sea.

When I was in the Eastern States the
only bright spot so far as Western Austra-
lia way eoncerned was our mining industry.
Over there people eannot touch us in that
regard, as to the amount of ore handled, the
cost ot handling it, the quantity of ore
brought to the surface per man, the hygienic
conditions under which our miners work, and
the general conditions that appertain to our
industry as a whole. In all respeets our
mining industry is superior to the kindred
industry in the other States. That is at all
events one direetion in which we ean hold
up our heads compared with the other States.
and say, “We are not second to youn people
there.” That is the bright spot in Western
Australia.

Technical education was referred to by me
hefore the tea adjournment. I was dealing
with the amount of meney expended in South
Australia, namely, £57,000, on higher tech-
nical edueation for those who had a certain
amount of skill in their trades. I trust the
Government will do everything possible to
see that our youths on leaving school have
an opportunity to aequire some skill at a
trade, or partial skill at a trade before going
out into the world. It has taken the war
to awaken the consciences of people as to
the necessity for this teehnieal training.
Without technicians we c¢onnot make much
headway. T told the House about 12 months
ngo that the (lermans, the Swedes and the
Danes, who had come to Western Ansivalia
and engaged in mining, had risen t» be the
masters of Australinns. T am not sugzesuing
that the foreizners were better workers, but
I do suggest that they were hetter trained
in their trade or calling on leaving school,
and were therefore ahle to take positions on
the mines ns the hosses rather than ay ord-
inary workers. Thus it was that the Aus-
tralian became the labourer und the foreigner
became the master. Such a state of affairs
should not be allowed to continue. It would
not be permitted in any foreign country,
where the authorities would see to it that
the visitors remained the servants. [ have
no ohjection to foreigners taking these
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positions, but I do object to our Australians
working under foreigners. We should train
our men to oceupy the positions of boss, to
be the sunpervisors, the engineers, and so
forth. We should discontinue the policy of
giving our men the pick and shovel and say-
ing to them, “We have now done our job
for you.” We have not done our job for
them. We shall not have done our job until
we have built up our educatienal system and
cnabled our youths to become al Jeast as
zood as the imported individnal.

The member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
McLarty) veferred to post-war questions.
He did so in an eminently sensible manner.
He said it was essential we should prepare
for post-war conditions, and he gave the
House some idea of the manner in which we
should make preparations. I agree with
him. He was quite correct in many of his
statements. War time is the oaly time in
whieh to make rendy for post-war condi-
tions. While the war is being fought every
ong is anxious (o do something in connection
with it. When, however, we wait until the
war is over and peace has come again we
find that nine out of every ten persons for-
wet that there is such a thing as post-war
rehabilitation. Those men who fought for
us and have returned are soon forgotten,
and no one seems to care what becomes of
themn. That sort of thing oecurred in the
last war and will eeccur again after the
present war.  VWhile the war is in progress
people are only {oo anxious to assist to
their utmost, but when it is over they are
ready to allow everything te go by the board.

My, MeLarty: You know there is a good
Returned Soldiers’ League in existence.

Mr. TRIAT: T know that. Now is the
time to make the necessary preparations.
After the war it will be difficult to obtain
money for everything. Everybody will he
anxious to get all the interest that is forth-
coming on capital. Money will not be flow-
ing in peace time as it does in war time, and
the millions that are being employed to-day
will not be available, I trust that every
effort will be made to arrange for post-war
reconstruetion during war time and that
such a move will not be left until the war is
over.

Thers is another matter concerning the
preparations that are necessary for post-war
reconstroction,  Presumably everyone has
read the comments that have been made by
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foreign writers concerning the future possi-
bilities of various countries when the war is
over. They point out that the first essential
in any country is not foodstuffs or money
but the establishment and development of
heavy industries. If a country can produce
s0 many million tons of iron and steel for
heavy industries, therein lies its wealth. In
Western Australia we have iron ore as good
as can be found in any part of the world.
At Yampi Sound the iron ore is of very high
grade, but from the point of view of ex-
ploifation has never yet been touched. The
Commonwealth Government sabotaged every
cffort of Western Australian investors to
open up that deposit.

The Minister for Mines: Possibly that was
just as well in the light of present eireum-
staneces.

Mr. TRTAT : I thonght so at the time, but
do not think so to-day. [ know that the
Broken Hill Proprictary has been selling
hundreds of thousands of tons of pig iron
to Japan. I also understand that zine was
sent to Japan as late as two months ago.
Some 8,000 tons of lead and 2,000 tons of
steel were shipped on a Japanese vessel
within the last six weeks.

Mr. Thorn: We ought to have heen able to
build our ships out of that.

Mr. TRIAT: No obstacle was placed in
the way ot exporting our pig iron from Aus.
tralia to Japan in huge quantities until such
time as the lumpers in New Scuth Wales
said, “We will not load it.”

Mr. Mann: Very patriotic of them.

The Minister for Mines: They were penu-
lised for se doing.

Mr. TRIAT: Their action did not, how-
ever, altogether prevent the export of that

commodity. 1f it was zood enough for the
Commonwealth authorities to prevent the

export of Yampi jron to Japan it was good
enough for them to say to the Broken Hill
Proprietary, “You are not poing to send
any more pig iron to Japan.” Sueh action
would have shown that they were sincere
when they put a stop to the exploitation of
the Yampi Sound iron deposits. But the
Commonwealth Government was not sincere.
1t stopped the potential competitor at
Yampi Sound and put that scheme out of
action. That is why I am so bitterly op-
posed to the Commonwealth Government.
As the member for Hannans (Mr. Leahv)
said, that Government had colossal cheek in
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impusing the gold tax on us. The Leader of
the Qpposition took up that statement and
said it was wrong. I do not say it is colos-
snl cheek: I say the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is intentionally and deliberately at-
tempting to sabotage the industrial expan-
sion of Western Australia.

My, Doney: Are yon sure on those points?

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. I shall prove it to the
hon. member by a report of an interview
with Mr. H. L. Brisbane, the President of
the W.A, Chamber of Manufaectures, who
spoke upon the aetivities of the Common-
. wealth Government. His statement, in my
opinion, definitely damns the Commonwealth
Government so far as concerns its treatinent
of Western Australian industries. I per-
sonally do not know Mr. Brishane, but he is
a man of authority and must be thoroughly
acquainted with figures dealing with West-
ern  Australian industries. The article I
quote from appears in the “Daily News” of
the 19th Mareh, 1941, and is as follows:—

Western Australin overlooked in War Orders.
During the last cighteen months of war my
Chamber, heing whole-heartedly behind the war
effort, has done nothing to hinder the Federal
Government in its huge task.

Such requests for consideration as we have
made have been quiet and dignified; but these
scem totally ineffective,

Wo thought that this State would receive
cquitable treatment, but even now when the
first rush and cxcitement are over apd there
has been ample time for a balanced view of
the position this is not the case.

Duoring 1940 the number of hands employed
in Australian faetorics inercased by 9 per eent.

South Australia headed the list, employing
18 per cent. more people in industry, and West-
ern Australin was last with a small deerease.

War industries during the last twelve months
have made work for 48,000 extra hands, but
38,300 (approximately 4-5ths) of these have
tfound jobs in Victoria or New South Wales.

Up to June, 1940, defence expenditure in
Vietoria had amounted to £10.18 per head of
population and in Western Australia only to
£3.71 per head,

That is interesting, as the statement com.
pares the expenditure on work by the Com-
monwealth in Vietoria with that in the other
States. The expenditure in Vietoria was
£10.18 per head and in Western Anstralia
£3.71 per head. Let ns examine the figures
a little more closely. The population of
Victoria, according to the Year Book of
December, 1940,—three months before this
article was written—was 1,887,278. Multi-
plied by 10, that gives the expenditure as
£18,872,780. The population of Western
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Australin, according to the same Year Book,
was 465,916. So that the war expenditure
in this State at a little over £3 10s. per head,
amounted to £1,723,809, That is what Wes-
tern Australia received in comparison with
the huge amount expended in Vietoria. The
Commonwealth Government took in taxation
from Western Australia more than it ex-
pended in war industries in this State during
that period. As the member for Hannans
{Mr. Leahy) said, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment took from this State £1,000,000
alone in pold taxation. What did we get
in return? The sum of £1,700,000! I say
that is ridienlous, and it is time we woke
up and took notice. That, however, is the
position. Mr, Brishane proceeded—

Allocations for the current period would
make the figures £27.74 per head for Vietoria
and £14.72 per head here.

Those were the latest fizures he could ob-
tain. He continued—

Western Australians are contributing on 2

similar basis to people in the east in all taxes.
Perhaps they are showing greater gencrosity in
enlistments, war savings, war loans, troop en-
tertainment, Red Cross, ete.
That is definitely proved by our enlistments,
which are higher than are the enlistments
in any other State. If one takes up an
Eastern States newspaper, one cannot even
find in it a Western Aunstralian casualty list.
During the six weeks T was in the Eastern
States I saw no mention of Western Aus-
tralia in the Press. Apparently it is un-
known. Later, some dignified statesman or
renowned explorer will diseover Western
Australia and then it will be put on the
map; that is, if the Japanese do not dis-
cover it first. Mr, Brishane remarked upon
another matter to which I would draw the
attention of members. He rcmarked upon
how free Western Aunstralia had been of
strikes. This is what he said—

Employces here have been all out in sup-

port of the war effort, deing their jobs thor-
oughly amdl speedily, without industrial unrest
of any kind,
This is a statement by a man who in polities
is opposed to the Government, yet is truth-
ful enough to give the facts. I believe Mr.
Brishane was proud when he made that state-
ment and I am proud to vepeat it. There
has not been since the outhreak of war one
stoppage of work in Western Australia.
Mr. Brisbane proceeds—

Surely this fine record should be taken into
aecount, We have cansed less anxiety to the
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Federn]l Government than any other State, our
reward is least.

Strong words from a man who does not
helieve in the Labour Party! He represents
the business interests of Western Awustralia,
angd said that Western Australin had done
more for and got least from the Common-
wealth Government. He continued—

My Chamber agrees that in some instances
it is essential for work to be earvied out close
to the source of raw materiala and where suit-
able industries are already highly organised.
Now, however, we find that Queensland is to
have a munitions factory, bnsic materials for
which must be sent from New South Wales and
then returned over the same ground on the way
to theatres of war ag finished products. Surely
it would be more economieal and sensible to
estnblish a plant here, thousands of miles
closer to where its preducts would be needed.
As things are, even many of the every-day re-
quirementa of military camps in W.A, are im-
ported,

The President of the W.A., Chamber of
Manufactures stated exactly what I have
told the House, that many of the goods con-
sumed at the military camps were imported
from the Eastern States. I will go further
and say that many of those goods eould have
been manufaetured in Western Australia.
However, Western Australian goods are not
wanted. Why? They are equal to any that
can be obinined elsewhere, but the financial
interests of the Eastern States will not per-
mit the Commonwealth Government to allow
them to lose this market and let Waestern
Australia take over the feeding of the troops
here. T shall quote further from this reliable
aunthority, who went on to say:—

This is wrong in principle and from an ceo-
nomic point of view, Our manufacturers should
at least be given the quotas required for local
consumption,

Of course they should be, hut the Commun-
wealth Government denied them the oppor-
tunity. Mr. Brishane proceeded :—

There were 21,000 more factory workers in
Vietoria nt the end of 1040, than there were
at its beginning. In N.B'W. the increase was
17,000; in South Awustralia, 7,800; in Quecens-
land, 1,600; in Tasmania, 800. Tn Western
Australia 100 people had to go to other States,
or find work outside secondary industry. Vie-
torin gained 12,000 in population, of wham
2,000, mostly skilled workers, were from West-
ern Australia,

I did not know that that was a faet, but Mr.
Brishane has delved deeper into the figures
than T have, and he =ays that 2,000 men left
Wostern Australia to find work in Vietoria.
Dees that make Western Australia richer?
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Docs it fortify this State and equip us for
our efforts when the war is over? Of course
it does not. This State has been put in a
rotten position; we are dependent upon
goods manufactored in the Eastern States
which we might be able to produce here.
What are we to do with our returned men if
we cannot find them work? We cannot train
our young men to do the work in time. It
1s seandalous to think that the Commonwealth
Government has permitted this state of af-
fairs to arise here. Mr, Brisbane proceed-
ed:—

My Chamber is reluctant to worry the Fed-
cral Government in its effort to make Aus-
tralia’s contribution to the Empire’s war effort
a rcally worthy one. But such faects and flg-
ures speak for themselves. If we sit idly by
we will see the efforta made over so many years

to expand Western Australian industry render-
ed useless, and the State reduced to poverty.

That is Mr. Brisbane's concluding remark.
I regrei that I have had ¢o bring these
matters to the notice of members. I also
regret fhat we have permitted oursclves to
get into such a state, but we did so l.ecause
we were too honourable te run counter to
the Commonwealth Government in war
time. That Government has taken advan-
tage of us and put us in a position where
we cannot hold up our hexd. W cannot
now undertake manufactures unless we im-
port labour to do the work. That position
should not he tolerated, and I hope the
House wil! take every step possible ta pre-
vent a repetition of such treatment and
ensure that we shall receive recognition by
the Commonwealth Government, We should

make certain that the proposed muni-
tion works will not take nine months
to complete. We should ensure that
our deposits of minerals and etals
are warked. T was npever a seeessionist;
I do not helieve in setession. We

are Dbetter tied up to the Commonwealth
Government, but I regret that our many
vears’ cxperience of Federation is sueh
that my views on Federation are undergo-
ing a change. Unless we get a hetter deal
from the Commonwealtth, we will have to
do something drastie, even to the cxtent of
hreaking away from Federation. However,
we would not do any good if we seceded.
We have every known mineral and metal
required in the manufacture of high-grade
steel. We have tantalite, wolfram and
manganese.
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We have all the necessary requirements
to build up heavy industries in Western
Australia and we should start to found
them now in order to prepare for our post-
war efforts. People say we have not got
the right coal. 1 do not know how much
coal we have at Collie, hut is eoal the only
method by which iron can be obtained from
ore? In many countries coal is not used
for that purpose. The iron is obtained by
hydro-electric and other means; coa] 1s an
unknown quantity in some countries in
that respect. The modern way of obtain-
ing iron from ore to-day is by electric for-
naces. Surely, if iron ore can be exported
from Iron Knob to Newecastle hundreds of
miles by sea, it ought to be possible for us
to transport coal from Collie to where it is
required. If we build up heavy industries,
we shall be able to produce sufficient wealth
in this State to take our place with the
other States in solving our post.war
problems.

I said a few minutes ago that I went
to the Bastern States for two rensens.
One was to visit Queensland, where I was
born, and the other to inspect the hig in-
dustries in the Eastern States. After
travelling through North Queensland 1
went to Brishane and inspected the indus-
{ries abont which T spoke a few moments
ago. T then spent four days in Newcastle
and inspected the heavy indusiries there,
making scveral inquiries. I was agreeably
surprised to find Neweastie so busy; it cer-
tainly is a boom town. There was no one
out of work; the men were working seven
days a week, three shifts a day, as many
hours as they could possibly put in. On
the payroll of the Newcastle Steelworks
were 7,543 men, and that eoneern and many
other undertakings were willing to absorh
all the men available, Employees were asked
to work soeven days & weck, and overtime
was paid everywhere.  Ships were heing
launched at various places. In Queensland
three 2,000-ton iron stcamers were launched
in the tiver and at Cockatoo Island in New
South Wales, two large hoats had alrendy
been built and Jaunched, and an cven larger
one was on the stocks. Throughout the
Kastern States there was intense activity.
When T went further sonth, I found it im-
prssible to inspect the munition works un-
less I was furnished with a permit, When
T tried to visit some, I was confronted by
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men in military uniform who prohibited
persons from going on to the properties
unless they were armed with the necessary
order. Hundreds of thousands of people
were working in these undertakings and [
saw rows and rows of bicyeles hanging up.
Three shifts were the order of the day. In
South Awustralia I was more fortunate and
was able to inspeet Holden's and other muni-
tion works. Progress and prosperity were
evident in the Eastern States. \What I saw
made one thing elear to me, and that was
the truth of the old saying, ‘‘Bast ix East
and West is West, and never the twain
shall meet.’” Certainly all the indications
go to prove the truth of thai quotation.
In faet, it is hardly possible to cowpare
eonditions there with those that obtain
here; they will not bear comparison. It is
neeessary to see what is going on to appre-
ciate how prasperity ean reign with poverty
almost alongside.

The Commonwealth Government is seck-
ing copper supplies. The member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Rodoreda} has dealt with that
phase, and spolke about the Whim Creck
proposition. That centre is in the North-
West, a#nd right through from there to
Ravensthorpe copper ocewrs in dozens of
plages. Tt is present at Whim Creek, Bald
Nill, down to Norithampton and on fto
Ravensthorpe, with many small shows he-
tween those points. Notwithstanding that
fact, we have not a single copper mine
operating in Western Australia to-day.

Mr. Raphacl: You can get sopper at Gin-
ain,

Mr. TRIAT: T do not know ahout that,
hut apparently the Commonwealth Govern-
ment eonsiders there is a copper shortage in
Australia.  In this House we have stressed
the copper deposits that can be worked in
this State alone. The member for Raehourne
also dealt with the ashestos position. That
mineral oceurs in varions parts of the Norlh-
Woest, and is to be found in Marble Bar as
well as in the Hamersley Ranges. That it
ocours there and clsewhere has been known
for many vears. Western Australian ashestos
is of a higher grade than that obtainable any-
where else in the world, notwithstanding
which 1ot a ton of it can be sold in the
Commonwealth. The explanation advaneed
is that the ashestos is of too high a grade and
is too expensive. In consequence, manufae-
turers import their requirements from over-



[12 AvdusT, 1941.]

sens, The Commonwealth Government has
permitted imports from South Afriea to take
the place of supplies that should be obtained
from this State. The actual quantity avail-
able in the Hamersley Ranges alone is un-
known, although it has been quoted at mil-
lions of tons. At any rate, the deposits are
theve for anvone to view, Asbestos is worth
up to £70 a ton, Despite all this, the de-
posits are lying idle. Certainly one or two
prospeetors are out, but nothing substantial
is being done; yet the Commonwealth Gov-
vrnment permit South African asbestos to be
imported, to the detriment of Western Aus-
tralian.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you suggest that
private enterprise is unable to undertake the
development of the deposits?

Mr. TRIAT: I suggest that the Common-
wealth Government should place an embargo
upon the importation of oversea ashestos.
Private enterprise has not embarked upon
the undertaking.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is terrible to think
that we cannot use our own deposits.

Mr, TRIAT: One explanation is that the
competition from other epuntries is too keen,
and manufacturers are prepared to purchase
the cheaper line in preference to the high-
grade asbestos procurable in Western Ans-
tralia. T shall not say any more on this
question at this stage. T feel I have ex-
pressed my opinions strongly enough already,
and T shall not weary members. There is
much more that T eould say, but T have con-
tented myself wilh stating the known facts.
From time to time we hear it said that the
Government is at faalt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you were sitting
on this side of the House vou would say so.

Mr. TRIAT: I could not say so truthfully;
and I do not wish to depart from the truth.
If the Western Australian Government had
at its disposal money that the Commonwealth
Government conld enable it to spend, I counld
nnderstand the eriticism, On the other hand,
our Premier has gone to the Eastern States
amd has found that he eould not get all the
money he required. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment  explained that additional funds
were required to prosecule the war effort.
T have no objeetion to that, but sceing that
we have supplies necessary for the war ef-
fort in this State, why eannot the Com-
monwealth Government spend more money
here in prosecuting war work? The Com-
monwealth requires copper, asbestos, alu-
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minium end foodstuffs, and -yet it procures
its supplies in the Eastern States and not in
Western Australia. The Commonwealth is
prepared to take our men, but it gives us
nothing in return. T trust that every member
of this Chamber will voice resentment against
the ottitude of the Commonweslth Govern-
ment so leng as it persists in neglecting the
resources of this State. T have read a state-
ment made recentiy by the president of the
Chamber of Manufaetures, and I eertainly
support his expression of opinion. If we cn-
deavour to foster our local industries, then
when post-war problems arise we shall be in
a hetter position 10 meet the demands made
upon us. Those demands will come not only
from those who return from oversea bnt
from those already within Australia. Thao
peopte will require employment. When the
war eeases, nll war activities will terminate,
and there will be n surplus on our markets
requiring employment. If we make provision
now, Western Australin will not be in the
doldrums. Should we fail to do so. we shall
be confronted with the effects of a depression
much worse than that experienced in rocent
years.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [8.7]: T was sorry
to note inadequate refercnees in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Bpeech to post-war reconstruc-
tion. In common with the member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr, Triat), I have had the eduea-
tional experience of some weeks spent in
visiting the munition industries in the East-
crn States. The problem of winning the
war is only secondary to that of winning
the peace, especially in Australia. In my
opinion, Australin—this applies to mem-
bers of this House as well—shounld he husy
in the formation of committees to deal with
various prroblems that will arise, and in fur-
theranee of that we should forget all party
differences, It ean he said that in this Par-
liament members have some expert or in-
timate knowledge of most of the State's in-
dustries, Qur problem, as a Parliament,
should be that of preparing for post-war
reconstruction. Obviously, the daty falls
upon the Commonwealth Government to
earry on the war, but it also entails attend-
ing to the safety of the people of Australia
and of the Commonwealth itself. It remains
for Btate Parliaments and State Govern-
ments to pay attention to the problem of
reconstructing the social fabrie when the
war drums beat no longer. In that respect,
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I do not find myself quite in agreement with
the member for Mt. Magnet respecting his
prophesy that the war will be concluded in
nine months. T wish T eould agree with him.
When we find in America that great man,
President Roosevelt, is dinning into the
people of that nation that they must he
prepared for war extending into the future
as far as 1845, and bearing in mind that
the British Prime Minister, Mr. Winston
Churchill, has repeatedly warned wus that
the war effort is just beginning, I am afraid
that the optimism indicated by the hon.
memhber must he deseribed as wishful think-
ing. We all hope he is correct in his estim-
ate.

The past finaneial year ended with a sur-
plus of £11,111. That result is not alte-
gether creditable to the Goverhment. When
one remembers the enormous amount re-
aeived by the Government from direct taxa-
tion, it is really a financial miracle that the
surplos was not scores of times as much as
it was. In the eourse of a statement eom-
menting upon the June surplus, the Premier
admitted that £137,000 more had heen re-
ceived during that month as direet taxation
compared with the return for June of the
previous financial year.

The Minister for Mines; There is always
o hapg-over at the end of the financial
year.

Mr. BOYLE: In view of the enormous in-
crense in direct taxation, the problem that
strikes me is: “Where has the money
gone?’ This inereased direct taxation has
not hy any means abolished deficits in this
State. Since 1933-34 we have had a sneces.
sion of tremendous deficits.

The Minister for Mines: You ean go fur-
ther hack than that.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, but I am dealing with
the pericd from 1933 onwards, because my
complaint against the Govermmnent is that
notwithstanding the immense sums received
by it through direct taxation the State
ledger cannot yet be balanced. During the
depression years, when the previous Gov-
ernment was in power, the deficit reached
as much as £1,584,000.

The Deputy Premier: It would have been
over £2,000,000 under a proper system of
aceounting.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We utilised the same
system as yon have.

The Deputy Premier: Not at all.
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Mr. BOYLE: I am dealing with the re-
cord of the present Government, Details of
past history may be intcresting as between
those sitting on the Treasury and fromt
Opposition henches, but they do not interest
me.

The Deputy Premier: T assure yon that
requests to the Treasurer to spend money
are still very persistent, and you are among
those who persist.

Mr. BOYLE: I would be sadly tacking in
my duty to my econstituents were I not
foremost in that respect. I admit I have re-
ceived fair treatment from the Government
—not unduly fair, but only so to the cxtent
that my constituents deserve. I represent a
distrvict whose products are mostly wheat
and wool. The Deputy Premier will admit
that those are the two products upon which
the State Government depends for its rev-
enue.

The Minister for Lands:
gets its income from them.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, and it derives per-
quisites, too, in the way of charges for
transport, handling and so forth. I need
not apologise to the Government in those
circumstances for occasionally asking for a
water supply or some other requirement to
enable the constituency I represent to carry
on its work. I am speaking on a hroader
issue than that. In direct taxation during
1933-34, the first year this Government was
in office—there was collected £1,193,912,

Mr. Cross: We had to pay a lot of the
Mitchell Government's debts.

Opposition Members: Oh!

Mr. BOYLE: In 1934-35 the amount of
£1,193,912 rose to £1,704,309, an increase
during one year of £510,397. I am quoting
from the report of the Commissioner of
Taxation. During 1935-36 direet taxation
produced £1,947 883, showing an inerease on
the previous year of £243,5676. In 1936-37
the Government had got another £259,361 in
direct taxation, because the figure now reads
£2.207,244.  In 1937-38 it got a further
£162,992, bringing that year's income of
the State from direct taxation to £2,370,236.
The further inerease in direct taxation for
1938-39 was £267,966, raising the total te
£2638,202, Yet a further inerease of £153,-
761 brought the amount of revenue from
direct taxation in 1939-40 to £2,791,963.

Mr. Withers: Does the hon. member be-
lieve that the electors are going to read all
those fignres?

No, the State
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Mr. BOYLE: No; I am trying to en-
lighten the hon. member interjecting, What
1 am coming at by degrees is the faet that
at the last election the Government's ery was
the abolition of the financial emergency tax.
“Labour will abolish the financial emer-
geney tax!”"  After listening to the Deputy
Premier’s explanation that Labour did not
mean anything of the sort, but that Labour
simply meant to abolish the term “financial
emergency tax"

The Deputy Premier: Tell your own
story. Never mind what I said. I did not
say anyvthing of the sort.

Mr. BOYLE: The hon. gentleman has
attempted to correct me in this Chamber
before over the same statement. In my elec-
torate, and in other electorates contested hy
Labour candidates, banner lines appeared
across the papers “Labour will abolish the
finaneial emergeney tax.  (Signed) P, J.
Trainer, Campaign Director, Beanfort-street,
Perth.” After listening to the member for
Roebomrne (Mr. Rodoreda) and the Depuiy
Premier T am of opinion that we misjudged
the Government. T think the electors and
the members eoncerned were quite wrong, I
do not believe the Government meant to do
anvthing like abolishing the financial emer-
geney tax, I think it was Mr, Trainer made
thnt statement. 1 cannot now, in view of the
fact that taxation has inercased to sueh an
extent, and that the Government is now
talking ahout an ejuitable ineidence of tax-
ation under which children are allowed for,
doubt that the Government thought other-
wise. 1 quite agree with the Government.
1 consider that is a proper point,

Mr. Cross: Are you opposed to what hns
heen done?

Hon. C. G. Latham:
him!

Mr. BOYLE: But when the member for
Roebourne (Mr. Rodoreda) to-night, in the
comrse of a very fine speech, challenged the
House to refuse to aceept his statement that
people in receipt of incomes of £300 a year
with two or three children were better off
now, he was only stating a half-taxation
truth, Lecause the fact remains that the man
in receipt of £300 a year is more heavily
taxed now than he was hefore,

The Minister for Mines: That man does
not pay anything.
Mr. BOYLE:
come of £300 was £9 13s.
had increased by £5 7s., to £15.

Take no notice of

In 1939 the tax on an in-
In 1940 that tax
In 1939
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the tax payable on an income of £600 was
£33 10s. In 1940 there was an increase of
only £4 on it, a total of £37 10s.

Mr. Withers: What about the finaneial
emergeney tax?

Mr. BOYLE: Let the hon. member in-
terjecting read the report of the Commis-
sioner of Taxation, and he will learn. Where
is the money coming from?

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOYLE: 1 ask the Minister where
is the increased amount of taxation coming
from? From the pockets of the people?

M. Rodoreda: Tt comes from the totalisa-
tor.

Mr. BOYLE: The Deputy Premier of
course realises that this chicken will come
home to roost very shortly, and T quite
understand his perturbation when it is men.
tioned. The member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Triat) has referred to the faet that it is
impossible to eommence secondary industries
in Western Australia. From observation,
and although I say for the Minister for
Industrial Development that he is doing his
Jjoh very well indeed, if within a very limited
compass, T am bound to say that few results
have been achieved. The Minister finds, as
we found hefore the hon. gentlemen came
to grace Western Australia with his pre-
sence, what the position is regarding the
establishment of secondary industries. e
could then have explained all that business
to him. Tt is my fixed opinion, and the
opinion of nll those who fought for the
secession of. Western Australia, that while
the relationship betwecen this State and the
Hastern States remains as it is, we shall
never establish secondary industries here.
I rvegret to find, after hearing the finest
speech T have heard delivered in this Honse
by the member for Mt. Magnef, that he
still remains in oand supports the party
which favours unifieation, favours handing
over the whole of the Anstralian States to
n unified Government in Canberra, which
will he controlled by Sydney and Melbourne,
as is the case to-day.

The Deputy Premier: Are you still in
favour of secession?

Mr. BOYLE: Certainly 1 am

The Deputy Premier: What would it re.
suit in now?

Mr. BOYLE: Tt is all very well for the
Deputy Premier to make that interjection.
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f, with others, dropped secession when the
war hroke out,

Mr. Needham: You are supporting the
party of unification of the purse.

Mr. BOYLE: No.

My, Needham: Yes, you are,

Mr. BOYLE: Whenee does the hon. mem.
ber derive the idea that I support all those
things? There is no member more eritical
than myself of manv of the things that
are happening now. We must reconstruct
our primary industries. We can do that.
What has this Government done towards the
reconstruction of our primary industries?
We have nothing left to us but our pri-
mary industries—our great primary indus-
trics, true, Those are the industries which
to-day keep Western Australia going.

Mr, Crass: They ave very costly, too.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the

-

member for Canning to keep order.

Mr. BOYLE: They are costly to those
engaged in them. They have cost many of
those men many years of their lives, and
frequently all they have put into them. But
the Goverument of Western Australia could
to-day he actively engaged in reconstructing
the primary industries of Western Australia.
ln the East I found that reconstruction was
proceeding apace. New South Wales passed
a Rural Reconstruction Act in 1939, and is
busy on the work of reconstruction now,
Within the past two days I was in Southern
Cross, the place where T organised the farm-
ors ten years ago, n place that I know
well; and the member for Hannans (Mr.
Leahy) also knows it well, and is aware
that T organised the farmers in the whole
of that area. To-day there ave no farmers
there to oxganise. Ont of about 280 farmers,
there are only 86 left. I de not think the
ol ideas of farming there should be con-
tinued, but there is any amount of scope for
retaining at least 40 or 50 per cent. of that
area. At a siding called Wheatley, where
there were 40 farimers ten years ago,
there ave none nt all to-day. There is talk
of a policy of the “Secorched Earth.” It is
there, due to mal-administration and want
of foresight. From day to day we have
these perplexities, and we shall have them
as long as we have land settlement. But
why =it down under them? Why let 220
ofld farmers vaeate their lands without an
effort on onr part to keep them there?
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The Deputy Premier: Did your Govern-
ment discourage them from going there?

Mr. BOYLE: Did the Deputy Premicr's
Government ?

The Deputy Premicr: The manager of the
Agzricultural Bank did.

Mr. BOYLE: It is no use lalking about
what oflicials did. It is (Governments that
are at fault, not officials. 1t is Ministers we
look to, and the party supporting them that
we look to; and I never thonght that T would
see in Western Australia an exemplification
of “Scorched Barth.”

Mr. Rodoreda; The Government eannob
make it rain there.

Mr. BOYLE: The Government is nat
asked to do that. In today's “West Austra-
linn it is reported that a deputation of
farmers from those districts intends shortly
to put up a proposal to the Minister for
Lands, Our reconsiruction efforts, what are
they? We are told that a marginal area
scheme is to be brought in. Now I wish to
read a copy of a letter which the Minister
for Lands has received. It is tyyical ol many
letters that have reached me. Apparently
the main argument put up against them is
that we are the agitators, we members on
these honches; and the Minister generally
concludes by saying that things are working
smoothly. Near Southern Cross 228 men
will not make any more complaints; those
men are gone. The letter to the Minister
for Lands exploins the position pretty well.
In faet, it is a shocking indictment of the
Government's poliey to-dav, The writer is
a man named Angus Brenton, and his letter
is doted the 7th Angust:—

Drought telief: I wish to draw your atten-
tion to the above in connection with an applica-
tion that wns lodged by me. I beg that yeu
direct that further favourahle consideration be
given to same as a bona fide Wheat Grower’s
right under Commonwealth law enacted for
drought-affected settlers, and on the facts here-
in stated that sueh reconsideration is not an
act of grace, and the poasition is contrary to
reply received from the distriet office, that it
was refused as it was not considered a business
proposition,

Firat: I hold Locations Avon 19120-21 and
26140 containing ahout 1,500 acres and on
which I have permanently resided and worked
over a period of 14 years. This property is
mortgaged to Mrs. Francis first mortgage, and
the Bank of New South Wales as second mort-
gage, i.e. £500 and £400 reaspectively, and is
owing exclusive of overdue interests,

A wire-netting debt for five miles netting
cxists, approximately £230 op this property.
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The following improvements exist:—
Cleared 650 ncres first-class wheat

lands at 30s., all eultivated .,  £925
PFive miles rabbit nettcmg and other
fences . . o 550
Wells . e o 73
Dam, 2,000 }nlds . .. . 150
House . . . 25
Sheds 150
Bores on wluch no wells )et Slmk 230
Part clearing . ‘e . 50
£2,175
Plant :—
0il traetor, Case traetor, all full
plant of machmel)
Tanks, tools, ete. .. " 25
£2,950
Second: Avon Loeation 25177 containing

2,505 acres, has 300 acres of first-class heavy
Iand cleared, costing £450. Wholly onencum-
bered,

Third: Loecation 19113 containing 971 acres,
has 300 aeres first-elnss wheat land cleared aund
followed, costing £350. Lease wholly unen-
cumbered, this location had the fallow on, con-
sequently was all sigued over in every par-
ticular as required by district office for security
of any advance to me.

This land is entirely a warginal area pro-
position and should be classed a3 such, and if
Agricultural Bank money had been sunk in the
place, as those not many miles away to the
east, these lands would in all possibility be de-
signated as such,

Ag a security value the place has carried
every year till the drought, 600 sheep angd in
past good years for wheat-grown crops nverag-
ing 5-6 bags.

I am one of the only two not known as
officin) Agricultural Bank clients (in this dis-
trict) and I am sure that as the Hon, Minister
controlling such, it Is not your wish that any
relief given to Agricultural Bank or Associated
Bank clients be debarred from me receiving
such (who is not one of the either veferred to).
The original settlera on some of the adjacent
locations have cleared out, their places beine
reduced on mortgage, and again selected, and
now they are receiving further Commonwenlth
money at reduced rate; some of the Wocks are
atill vaeant at reduecd mortgage. I think I
wasg the only person who paid the Agricultural
Bank dues last year and nsked for no refund,
while others have reeeived sustenance from the
Government monthly, yet T am refused my just
right.

Summarised on above figures the pesition is:

Lot No. 1: Assets . £2,950

Lot No. 2: Assets .. 450
Lot No. 3: Assets .. 350
£3,650

which leave a margin of equity over £2,500.
All plant and equipment are clear of stock
and station mortgage or other lien, exclusive
of F.D.A. advance.
I think I have put forward emough informa.
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tion to prove that if I had been granted the
relief required to crop the area intended as
nearly enough super was on the ground, my
position would, without any erop, be sounder
than A number now receiving their nssistance.
I might state unlesg I get some nssistance I
will have to get work in town but imtend to
still persevere with the place, and ask from
you a reconsideration and eclaim the same right
as any drought-affected wheat grower through-
out Australin,

I know Mr., Brenton. He is a good farmer
and has been there for 14 years. Yet three
unencumbered blocks in his farm were not
considered good enough by the Government
for drought relief advances. Those blocks
are south of Merrvedin and are in a good
position, but something should be done as
regards the marginal area, Today Mr.
Brenton is walking round Perth; his farm
is abandoned. All his work has been in
vain, and close upon £4,000 has heen sunk
and has gone for cver, The Goverhment
must be bankrupt in initiative or lack contral
of its department to allow that sort of thing.
One wonders whether the trouble was that
Mr. Brenton did not owe enough money.
The fact that be had unencumbered land
should have been some inducement for the
Government to help lim.

Let us examine the position as regards
drought velief in this State in the past year.
When the calamitous drought hit Western
Australin we were facing the worst year
since 1914. The Commonwealth Government,
against which so much has been said to-
night, found for wheatgrowers of Australia
as a free gift somewhere in the vieinity of
£1,000,000. Our share was about £200,000.
Loan moneys to the extent of £570,000 were
advanced to the Stato, making a total of
£770,000, or over three-quarters of a mil-
lion pounds. We on this side of the House
suggested to the Government Lhat a new Act
should he passed to deal with the position.
We were told by the Premier that there
would be no differentiation between Agricul-
tural Bank and Associated Bank clients, We
were informed that the arrangements for the
money would be helpful to the farmer. For
the fivst year no interest would be charged,
and thereafter interest would be eharged at
a decreasing rate over definite periods. The
free money would be distributed. Now in
Mr. Brenton we have an instance in which
no relief money was made availabhle, I
understand that in Moy he received a sum
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of moeney to deal with agricultural require-
ments when the seeding scason was over. I
saw an article in the ““Worker” of the 20th
July in which the Minister stated . —

It was impossible to ignore financial obliga-
tions and necessary, therefore, to obtain reason-
able sceurity for repayment of drought relief
advances; otherwise much of the money so ad-
vanced would become irrecoverable and the
mortgagees in each ease (private banks and
financial institutions) would have benefited at
the expense of the taxpayers of the State who
would have to finally ‘‘foot the bill.?’
Further, after referring to the Government's
refusal to introduce moratorium legislation
which we¢ had asked for, the Minister
added :—

The Government therefore dealt with the
pogition as they found it and the gigantic task
of dealing with several thousands of drought-
affected easos has proceeded smoothly and with
fow complaints.

An analysis of the Minister’s statement may
not be out of place. We importuned the Gov-

ernment. We waited on it by deputation and -

asked that moratorium relief should be riven.
Not only was that refused but the Govern-
ment also engaged in a first-class argm-
ment with the banks and the financial institu-
tions in Perth. In certain eircomstances I
would not mind that. I would rather com-
mend the Government for indulging in an
argument with the finaneial institutions if it
were in a good caunse. In those eircamstances
the Government would not find a greater sup-
porter than I.  But when the Government is
in a competitive relationship to the banks
the position is entirely different. Was the
argument for the good of the farmer? Was
it to ensure that the farmer might carry on?
[t was nothing of the sort. It was competi-
tion as to who was to have the first mortgage.

The Minister for Lands: That is a lic.

My, BOYLE: Tt is not a lie.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it is.

Mr. BOYLE: T do not know whether soch
a statement is allowed. [ take it that T am
heing charged with telling an untruth, but
I am doing nothing of the sort, beecanse the
Government demanded instead of a ervop lien
as seeurity a mortgage seeurity on the land
prior to any other mortgage. The banks re-
fused to give it. After an interminable
wrangle during which Country Party mem-
bers were deluged with complaints and
men  walked off their land, the Gov-
ernment compromised with the bank and
receded from the first mortgage position. The
Government of Western Australin was the
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only Gevernment in the Commonwealth which
demanded from the farmer a first land
mortgage proposition. I will read from the
South Australian Aet, which is a typieal
Eastern States Act. Seetion G of the South
Australian  Drought Relief Aet, 1940,
assented to on the 24th Oectober, ~tates:—
For the purpose of giving security for any
loan made under this Act a farmer may, by
bill of sale, nssign to the Treasurer any urops
to be grown by him within the State for a
period not excecding five vears.
Seetion 7 sets out that no stamp duty, and no
fee shall be payvable by the farmer for the
regristration of any document. That is what
wr asked the Government to do. We asked
the Government to aceept a erop lien instead
of demanding a first mortzage prior to ex-
isting mortgages for a minor debt. We will
assume a bank was owed £5,000 by a farmer
and the Government’s loan to him was
£500. The bank was asked to place
that £500 in a prior oxder to its £5,000.
That is not the worst feature because the
Government amended the Industries Assist-
ance Act which made it obligatory, where
advances arve made, for the Government to
control and receive all the proceeds of the
farm in satisfaction of a particular claim.
That was a position that eould not he sus-
tained. Had the Government fought the
banks over a reduction of seenred debts ov
something of that sort, it wonld have found
me willingly behind it. None of these de-
mands were imposed upon wheatgrowers in
any other part of Australia.

A good deal of pessimistic talk bhas heen
indnlged in, with which I do not agree re-
garding the future of the agricultural in-
dustry of Western Australia. At a con-
ference of primary produeers held here,
a suggestion was made to put three
aeres out of four out of wheat eul-
tivation, and to pay so much per acre
compensation, That is a policy of de-
spair, and as farming is a eontinuous opera-
tion it will be a policy of chaos as well. 1
agree that certain aveas should be put out of
wheat production altogether—those in South-
ern Cross to whieh [ have referred and others
in the eastern arveas—but to suggest the
non-eultivation of land because we are en-
gaged in a war which has damaged our ship-
ping, is a policy of despair. To talk ecalnly
of laying aside about 50 per cent. of our
wheat lands is folly. We are now cultivating
abont 2,700,000 acres a year, and it is calmly
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proposed to reduce that amount by nearly a
million acres. There is no oceasion for it
as is obvious to those who read as they run.
After the war is over—and I hope it will be
in nine months as the member for Mt. Mag-
net {Mr. Triat) suggested—there will he &
tremendous demand in Europe for our food-
stuffs and for reconstruetion materials. Mr.
Anthony Eden recently pointed out that—
Germany aud the other Europcan nations
must never be permitted to starve apd thus
become poison spots in the European and eco-
nomie system. Food and commodity credits
will be found for them.
That is the only sane and statesmanlike way
to attack that problem. The living standards
of the farmer are not what we would like
them to be. No aftempt has been made to
make them comparable with other living
standards in the community. We have the
speetacle of a farmer and his wife being
paid by the Agricultural Bank 4s. 1d.
a day sustenance. That is 28s. Gd. a
week or £6 a month. A man and his
wife are expected to be respectable, clothe
themselves and send their children to school
all for 4s. 1d. a day! Yet when I stand here
to place these faets before members, the
Minister for Lands says I am still harping
on the same tune and that I should change
the tuning fork. T assure him I will do
nothing of the kind so long as some of the
people I represent are living at the rate of
4s. 1d. a day for a man and his wife. There
have been four basie wage increases since
then which have automatically reduced
that Js. 1d. a day by four stages. 1f the
inerease in the basie wage dees not extend
to all sections of the community, it becomnes
an antomatie reduetion of the living stand-
ard of others.  Therefore the 45, 1d. a
day that the Government gives in susten-
ance has suffered four deereases—one with
every rise of the basic wage. Yet the Min-
ister tells me that I should change my tune.
I am afraid T have been through too much
and seen too nuch misery and squalor and
desolation tn the farming areas to harp on
any other tune, and I will continue to
bring before the House the faet that a
Labour (iovernment in Western Australia
is allowing only £6 a month for a man and
his wife and 10s. a month for each child
under 16 hut with a limit on the number,
Faney any (Government in Anstralia impos-
ing a limit on the number in a family!
Three pounds ten shillings a month! Four-
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pence halfpenny per day! In the country
this is known as ‘‘weetics money.”” To the
people in the wheat belt who are trying to
bring up a family, a man and wife strug-
gling under the adverse conditions that
prevail there, 4s. 1d. per day is seemingly
good enough. Even this is no gift. It is
repayable under the Industries Assislance
Act plus 6 per cent. interest. - Thus it is
merely a loan,

If a man leaves his farm and secks
refuge and solace elsewhere the debt pur-
sies him, I know of a man who was driven
off his farm and went to the goldfields and
made good there, He was farming
north of Southern Cross. He had not
borrewed from the Agricaltural Bank, hut
he had taken over a debt of £1,500, as
many other people have done. In despair
he left his farm and found conditions on
the goldfields good. He became interested
in a payable mining show, but the Giovern-
ment pursued him with a Supreme Court
writ and he had to ¢onsent to judgment for
£1,500 and costs, Although the Govern-
ment had the farm and the machinery, it
relentlessly pursued him and seenred judg.
ment for the recovery of the £1,500. T am
ashamed to have to relate these thinz=, but
they are true. The Minister for Lands »mid
T was not telling the truth. Well. the Min-
ister will now have an opportunity to give
the facts.

The proposal for the building of ships in
Western Australia will kave my hearty
snpport. I do not think that any other
member of the House knows more of the
early days of the shipbuilding industry in
this State than I do. I am a native of
Fremantle and my brother, who was a ship-
wright, served his time in the trade at
Fremantle. I know it is possible to build
ships there; small vessels have heen built.
I do not know whether the Western Aus-
tralian War Industries Committee, which
iz ecommendably deing its lLest, is aware
that those ships were buil! exclusively of
kanri pine from New Zesland. The
frames were constructed of jarrah, but I
do not know whether jarrah is snitable for
planking. I have seen shed after shed,
probably 10 or 12, on the South Beach at
Fremantle with boat slips.

Mr. Berry: Ships can be built of jarrah.

Mr. BOYLE: T hope that is so.

Mr. Berry: It is so.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: I understand that
some kauri must he used.

Mr, BOYLE: Kauri is not available nowa-
days. The point I wish to make for the
information of those supporting the ship-
builling project is that the fine ships that
came out of Fremantle in the early days
were built of New Zealand kauri pine.
The ““King Bay,”’ I understand, has been
built of jarrah. Another point in favour
of the building of small ships locally is that
internn]l combustion engines are now avail-
able to propel them and they no lonrer
have to depend upon sails and wind. Much
of our produce, sandalwood, ete., has been
forwarded to China and Hong Kong in
schooners built in Western Australia, T
remember some of those vessels dis-
tinetly. Similar vessels conld be built to-
day. If I can help the commiitee to fur-
ther this project, T shall be only too willing
to do se.

Much has been said by the member for
Mt Magnet (Mr. Triat) of the diffienlty
of securing money from the Eastern States
to spend in Western Amnstrnlia for the
manufacture of manitions, | feel vather
venturesome in offering a word of
praise of a lnister in the  present
Commonwealth Cabinet, but I must say
that the Minister {or Munitions, Senator
MecBride, made my investigations very easy
for me, so much so that in my distriet I
war able to establish, at Merredin, a war
annex that will be turning out, within six
or eight weeks, hetween 300 and 400 Bren
gun enrrier wheels a month.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You helped to work
np that industry. These other fellows only
talk.

Mr. BOYLE: I am looking at the Minister
for Industrial Development and I must say

that T have vet to find any lack of
sympathy in that quarter, T feel sorvy
for the Minister, who has an almost

impossible joh. Whoever holds that office
will find lLimself confronted with diffi-
culties owing to the attitude of the Eastern
Rtates. Thanks to the Munitions Area
Engineer Controller in this State, Mr. Hal-
Iam, we have had Kellerberrin and Merredin
declared as war annexes, Merredin will be
employing hetween 25 and A0 men in turn-
ing out Bren gun carrier wheels and will be
distributing ahout £200 in wages weekly. 1
thank the Commonwealth Government for
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that. The question of producing power
aleohol from wheat is not so simple as it
looks, but one thing we can do is to mobilise
every machine and every lathe we have to
undertake war work., OQur exccllent pro-
motional engineer, Mr. Fernie, is a tower of
strength to his Minister, and I am pleased
to pay this tribute to him. I kave known
him since he was n hoy and have always
found him ready to give sympatheti: con-
siderntion to any projeet. With his assis-
lance it is possible to get somewhere,

I hope the Government will take into im-
mediate consideration the need for reeon-
struetion of the agricultural industry, The
wheatgrowing side is in a state of chaos.
We should not overlook the value of wheat
to Australin. For years it was worth
£23,000,000 annnally to the Commonwealth
far the j ayment of oversea interest and ser-
viees, ! hope that our almost total reliance
on the gold mining industry will not be mis-
placed. We all trust that the zold mining
industry will continue for many years; it
has saved the State on two ocensions to my
knowledge. Still, my ideas have been com-
hated by the member for Rrown Hill-Ivanhoo
{Mr. F. C. .. Smith), but who knows that
after the war gold may not lose its valae?
Tn my opinion the values after the war will
be eommodity values—manufactured goods
and agricultural products that mav be ex-
changeqd between the various Governments of
the world. I would like to see the Govern.
ment take active steps to put the industry
on a proper footing. A humanitarian Gov-
ernment—and every Government claims to be
that—would see to the welfare of the people
in the industry.

The Minister for Mines:
done,

Mr. BOYLE: How can the Minister say
that in view of the figures T have mentioned?

The Minister for Mines: T thought you
were speaking about gold mining.

Mr. BOYLE: Not now. Tn the gold min-
ing industry the standard of living is high,
as it should be. I impress on the Govern.
ment that farmers and their wives will not
remain in the agricultural industry on the
present basis. Tt is time the Government
lifted them off the dole. Now is the oppor-
tunity to do so. We have a guarantee of
3s. 114. per bushel for 140,000,000 bushels
of wheat. The storing of wheat, whatever
the difficulty, must be persisted in. During

That is being
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we stored millions of
bushels of wheat and lost millions of
bushels, but it was not altogether an
economie loss, T urge upon the Government
the need for bringing the agricwlturists of
the State to a reasonable standard of Hving
and profitable cxpeetation for the future.

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate
adjourned.

the 191418 war

Houne adjourned at 8.57 pm.

Legtstative Council,
Wednesday, 13th Adugust, 1941,

Paar
Address-in-reply, Aifth dny .. 168

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.n., and vead prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

HON, H V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4.33]: At the outset, I desire to eongratu-
late Acting Wing Commander II. J. Ed-
wards, D.F.C., upon his winning the Vie-
torin Cross, That is a great honour to the
Forces from Western Australia. 1 desive
also to commend our worthy Mr. Fraser for
the attitude he is adopting towards the war.
We shall all be proud of the work that he
will do, and we hope he will return at an
early date. We cannot help but be proud
of the Prime Minister of Australia, who
lately has travelled the length and breadth
of the Empire and placed Australin’s case
before the people. Tt seems unfortunate
that be should be continmally attacked by
people who really are in a position to know
hetter and ought not to be interfering with
Ausiralia’s war effort. The Prime Minister’s
appointment of Parliamentary committces
will he of great assistance to the war effort.
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I regret that our own Government did not
take steps to eo-opt members of Parlia-
men on similar committees here, as [ feel
they would be able to do much good work
in that eapacity, partienlarly country mem-
hers who are connected with patrictic
efforts and with bodies endeavouring to
establish munition works here. The assist-
ance of eountry members is heing directed
to the retention of our primary produncers
on the land during the war. We can have
nothing but admivation and praise for the
way in which Britishers are taking the war;
but I have often studied people in this
State whose sons have pone oversea and
are missing. The parents do not know whe-
ther the sons are prisoners, whether they
are casnalties or whether they have paid the
supreme sacrifice,  The strain upon the par-
ents must be very great indeed, and iy
henrt goes oul to them. I know of many
wha two or three months ago had news that
their loved cones were missing and so far
have not had further word of them.

Referring to the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
1 desire to touch upon the wheat position.
I was interested to hesar Mr. Wood speak on
this subject and also to hear Mr. Bolton’s
references to the Railway Deparément. I
am not one of those who consider that Mr.
Bolten is no friend of the farmer. On many
occasions hath he and Mr. Dimmitt have in
this House done their best to assist the far-
mer,

Hon. H. Tuckey: Mr. Bolton is a farmer,

Hon, H. V, PIESSE: Of course. Legis-
lation introdneed into this Chamber to bene
fit the farming community has not always
received the support of Mr, Bolion, but he
has given his reasons for not supporting it.
He has, however, always given the farmer a
fair deal. I have been a member of this
Chamber for the past eight years and have
always expected to hear severe criticism of
the Government hy my friend, but on this
oceasion everything in the garden appears
to be lovely. It may be, if one takes a
metropolitan viewpoint; but I cannot speak
with personal knowledge of the metropolitan
area. I ecan, however, speak with know-
ledge of the country districts and many
things there are not, in my opinion, right.
I shall touch upon them later. A few days
ago I received a letter from Scnator John-
ston in which he said that the question
of the .selection of a site for a huild-
ing to manufacture power aleohol would



